
The Saltair Water Advisory Committee is now up and running in Saltair.   

A group of Saltair residents has formed a committee in CVRD Area G – Saltair to create a voice 

for our community about the potable Saltair Water System. The Saltair Water Advisory 

Committee (SWAC) will be working to investigate, analyze and make recommendations based 

on communication and collaboration with the Saltair community, the CVRD staff and other 

community groups. Examples of areas of concern include Saltair’s ageing water infrastructure, 

the Stocking Lake watershed, communications between the Saltair community and the CVRD, 

and the 2016 provincial legislation, The Water Sustainability Act.  

Stocking Lake water levels can be viewed on the CVRD new website 

http://cvrdnewnormalcowichan.ca/ under the Drought Smart heading. 

In the future SWAC is planning to co-host a Town Hall meeting with the CVRD staff.  After that 

meeting, we plan to create a Water Expo to help educate the Saltair Community to water saving 

options, which will help Saltair conserve water as our climate changes. 

Thank you to all the members of the community that have been cheering us on from the 

sidelines and passing along additional information from water articles they have found.  

You can contact the committee by emailing the Saltair Water Advisory Committee at 

saltairwater@gmail.com . 

 An update on the Saltair Water System infrastructure upgrades: 

As a community, we have been through water breaks, a petition to increase property taxes to 

repair the ageing water pipes, water restrictions, and other water related questions by the 

community. SWAC aims to create a forum for dialogue within our community. 

Saltair is now in Phase 3 of these upgrades. The work for Phase 3 included infrastructure 

upgrades along the Chemainus Rd. between Branksome Rd. to Linton Circle, Including 

infrastructure upgrades under the Lagoon Bridge.  At this point, a delay in finishing Phase 3 has 

occurred due to midden being unearthed on the south side of the Lagoon Bridge. Completion is 

waiting for an Archeological Permit from the Province.  

The CVRD has installed an automatic flush valve on Old Victoria Rd to improve the water 

quality. This will be a relief to the residents on Old Victoria Rd to know that they will no longer 

have a concern about stagnant water and the quality of the water in their distribution pipes. 

 

http://cvrdnewnormalcowichan.ca/
mailto:swacwater@gmail.com


Vancouver Island Health Authority policy 4321 requires the Saltair Water System to install a 

filtration system within the next 2 ½ yrs because the system’s potable water source, Stocking 

Lake, is an open water source. At this time, the CVRD has not clarified the cost of the filtration 

system to be borne by the Area G – Saltair taxpayers. 

Regarding breaks in the water lines: 

There have been a few breaks this year with the latest two being on Chemainus Road.  CVRD 

trained staff, those who have been trained in the Environmental Operators Certification 

Program, can only turn off the water system.  The CVRD staff’s response time when a break is 

reported can range in times up to 1 ½ hrs or longer depending on staff locations at the time of 

the break.  You can report water breaks to the CVRD at 1-800-453-0148.  The CVRD does not 

cover any damage to private property caused by water breaks of the Saltair Water 

System.  Homeowners are advised to check with their insurance companies about coverage for 

their buildings and land.     

Please note that personnel trained through the Environmental Operators Certified Program can 

only deal with breaks in the water system.  SWAC is unable to provide assistance with breaks in 

the water system and with any resulting damage. 

Not for publication, but for your information:  

submitted by Jim Whittaker  
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