
The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 
 

               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association     April 14                       
 

Dear SDRA Member, 
We have a summary of the Annual General Meeting in case you missed it (You can skip that part if you attended). Also a 
rather boring election. What you might consider, even if you attended, is thinking about what part you might take in asny of 
our issues this year.  
   
 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 
. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: under review      
 
John Silins- President  246-4910                   Our mailing address is: 
Jim Whittaker- Treasurer 245-4552            Saltair District Ratepayers Assoc’n 
 Dennis Ahola – Secretary- 245-2055           3729 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              
 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 
Mark Your Calendars April 17 

 
The old school – 7 PM 

 
Public meeting to discuss options on the feasibilty of CVRD (Saltair) purchasing the old school. 

 
 

Annual General Meeting –  
 
The business part of the meeting was short. We adopted the agenda, adopted the minutes from the 2013 AGM as 
published, agreed to pay all our bills for the past year, adopted the financial report, called for nominations for the 
Board from the floor. There were none so the Board remains unchanged. So here they are. 
 
John Silins, Pres 
Sean Jonas, Vice Pres 
Christine Hammersley, Treasurer 
Dennis Ahola, Secretary 
Debbie Neil, Memberships 
Jim Whitttaker, Water and weed issues 
Diana MacTavish, Newsie 
Jane Walton, Green mapping project 
Val Irving, director at large 
 
The business portion of the meeting was closed by about 7:30 and the public portion begun. 
 
Our guest speakers included Mel Dorey, the Director for Area G our area, and 4 representatives from the CVRD. 
 

 
 

Public Meeting  
 
1. Ladysmith's possible annexation of property from Couverdon. 



 Ladysmith used the Alternative Approval process to get agreement from Ladysmith residents. The process failed. 
More then 10% of the population signed the petitions against it. Ladysmith may put it on as a referendum item in the 
November elections. At the present time, only residents of Ladysmith can vote on an issue like this. 
In this case the vast majority of land possibly being annexed is in Area H, with only a small amount from area G and 
that is not connected to Saltair. Mel and Mary Marcotte (Area H Director) are requesting that the province change 
annexation rules so that the area being taken over have a vote. Mel indicated the province prefers land be in a 
municipality as opposed to rural areas. But if you agree with Mel and Mary that areas that are potentially being 
annexed deserve a vote, you can get your voice heard by contacting the Ministry Of Community.  
 
Ministry of Community Sport & Cultural Development  
Honourable Coralee Oakes, Minister of Community Sport & Cultural Development 
P.O Box 9056 
Stn Prov. Gov't  
Victoria 
V8W 9E2 
Tel – 250-387-2283 
Fax- 250-387-4312 
Email – CSCD.minister@gov.bc.ca 
 
2. Water licenses on Stocking Creek. 
 
Over the past almost as year we have had talks with Ladysmith regarding the over usage of their water license on 
Stocking Creek, Saltair's only source of water. Most recently we submitted a list of questions to them. The salient 
points follow 
(1) As of Sept. 2012 the infrastructure works were completed to allow the south end of Ladysmith (formerly part of 
Saltair) to be serviced by Holland lake supply. In 2013 the towns consumption fell below the current license. 
Ladysmith will be initiating a process through the province to review the current water licensing situation at 
Stocking Lake, and will be making application to amend water licenses as soon as water studies are completed. 
(2) CVRD staff will arrange to post water use figures from Ladysmith and Saltair 
(3)The turbidity in Holland occurs primarily in winter when Stocking is overflowing. If rain causes turbidity, 
Stocking is replenished with the rain. Ladysmith will most likely do a treatment plant to cure turbidity in 2-4 years 
subject to council approval. 
(4)There is a turbidity meter in place, and continuous meters at Holland, and Stocking Lake to Ladysmith. 
(5) Water and sewer are related and Ladysmith's sewer treatment at the present location is sized to accommodate 
30,000 people.    
 
Another meeting is scheduled for June 9 to check progress and to possibly set up a permanent committee with reps 
from Saltair, Ladysmith and CVRD. 
 
3. The Old School- Community Centre??? 
When the old school closed a group of Saltarians (Saltairites?) organized some activities there. There were groups 
meeting there, a room was set up as a library where you could donate or borrow books.  But The sale price was too 
high and the maintenance was high and it was sold privately. Since that time it has been resold again and it is again 
currently for sale for a reduced price of $415,000 – the lowest to date. One of the factors in the reduction is the 
zoning, and the current sellers are not willing to entertain any offers subject to rezoning. It is zoned public 
institutional. 
The CVRD and Mel Dorey have considered the purchase and ways we could maybe make this work.  
 



When Mel asked for a show of hands to determine interest in finding out exact costs, possible changes that could be 
made to make it viable, the vast majority wanted to go further to get more details. There will be a public meeting 
when more details are known in late April or May. This has some exciting possibilities. 
 
4. Water Line remediation 
The CVRD representatives provided a slide show explaining what work has been done – Gardner, Punnet, Hillsea, 
Linton Circle. The bid process is now underway and work on Seaview, Stuart will take place May – September. The 
good news is last year's work came in under budget. The other good news is that as a result of last year's work the 
cost of repairs has dropped dramatically. 
One issue that came to light at the meeting was the fact that the work on Victoria Rd  is not scheduled in these first 5 
years. The problem in this area is not just old lines, it is the fact their water line dead ends and they have low 
pressure. The dead end part means they can be subject to health problems. There has already been one alert called 
when the water was unsafe. Because there is inadequate water to fight a fire, their insurance premiums are very 
somewhat higher. Because the work is already tendered for 2014, a request was made to have the 2015 plans include 
Victoria Rd. 
 
5. Curbside Collection 
The recycle and garbage collection has been implemented successfully. 5 people have been trained but only 2 full 
time are required. 
But get ready for a change. Most of us have seen the notices in the newspapers about a consortium taking over the 
recycling. This becomes effective May 19. The biggest change will be we will no longer be able to include “film 
plastics” in the recycle. Think the plastic grocery bags and anything similar.  Our alternative is putting them in the 
garbage or saving them up and dropping them off at Peerless.  
 
The reason for the change is due to the province outsourcing the recycling to a consortium. There have been several 
newspaper articles about the resistance from some businesses. The issue is complex, and I will not attempt to cover 
it here. Just be aware if there are no announcements – no more plastic film recycling after May 19.   
 
6. Saltair's Website 
www.sunnysaltair.ca  will get you to our website, but at present all that comes up is “Under Construction”. 
It is being worked on. When it is running we will need volunteers to help maintain and update it. We have lots of 
information about our history from the Centennial. There will be places for community announcements. Mel Dorey 
will have a section for news. So if you can help we would very much like to hear from you. 
 
Other Issues 
1. One of our members has brought up the subject of garbage from Metro Vancouver possibly coming to Nanaimo. 
Duke Point has been short listed by Metro Vancouver as a potential site to construct a mass-burn incinerator. 
Although Saltair will not have voice in whether this happens, it could affect the quality of our air.  
 
2. The new Peerless Rd recycle is open and the summer hours of Wednesday – Sunday 9 – 5. 
 
3. And a final note from the tired Newsie editor – HELP! There are some interesting things that could be done with 
the Newsie but I need help. All you need is curiosity. No experience at anything required. No job application 
required, no specific hours and no employee forms to complete cause there is no pay either. Call me 


