
 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 
 

               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association     Dec 14                       
 

Dear SDRA Member, 
This issue covers bits and pieces with nothing earthshaking new. 
   
 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 
. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 60 households with 110 members     
 
John Silins- President  246-4910                        Our mailing address is: 
Christine Hammersley- Treasurer-245-9888      Saltair District Ratepayers Association 
 Dennis Ahola – Secretary- 245-2055                 3729 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              
 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 
Garbage Collection Day 
We have 2 collection days that fall on holidays – Dec 25 and Jan 1. 
In both cases our collection day has been moved to the following Saturday –  December 27th and January 3, 2015. 
We are then back to the regular days. 
 
Our Website 
A lot of work from some very dedicated people have our website up and running. There are a lot of things to add yet, 
and it will be ongoing to keep it current. 
We are looking for people who would be willing to learn how to add items and manage the site. If you have any web 
site experience or would like to learn, we would love to hear from you. 
So if you get this by email – go have a look! 

www.sunnysaltair.ca 
 
Snow Removal 
In the unlikely event that more than a dusting of snow arrives, I usually give you 2 numbers at this time of year. 
Emcon – 250-722-9494. Emcon is the contractor responsible for snow removal. If snow continues for several days 
unabated, remember they keep school routes open first and may not get to your street. If after a couple of days your 
street is still snowed in you can call and request action. 
If nothing happens you can call to complain  to: 
Dept of Highways – 250-715-6262 
 
My fondest wish is that none of us has to call either one this year. 
 
Saltair Community Centre 
Progress is being made. A group of those interested in the community place is working on forming the society that 
will ultimately be responsible for the operation of the building. It will continue to run as a daycare with other space 
that can be rented. Evenings and weekends the gym will also be available for rent. 
 
John reported on a work work party   
“ Mel called for volunteers to decorate the new Saltair Community Center (aka Mt Brenton School)  for the Festive Season. About a dozen 
of us met on the last Sunday of November. First we had a tour of the grounds and then of the building. There is a bit of a train through the 
bush. It could stand some clearing. This will be a job for the summer. The cleared trail will be a nice addition to the trails that already exist 
in Saltair. 



 

 
We then took a tour of the building; some of us even climbed on to the roof. There is a lot of moss there. Fortunately the moss lifts off very 
easily. This is another job that will have to be done in drier and warmer  weather. 
 
We then started the  decorating. We hung decorations on one of the trees; decorated the fence beside the main door with boughs; and 
strung lights along the roof line on part of the building. We would have done the whole of the front but we ran out of lights. We  also 
decorated a small artificial tree and placed it in one of the front windows. All the decorations were donated.  
 
It was somewhat chilly that Sunday so Sean brought hot coffee and cookies. This was appreciated by all of us. The experience was fun. 
 
The unfortunate part is that the last time I drove past the Centre, in the evening, a couple of weeks ago, the lights were not turned on.” 
 
If you would like to become involved with our new property, call any one of the Directors at the masthead. Everyone 
is welcome to bring their ideas and join. There is work, but there will be lots of good company. 
 
Christmas Colour 
Some may remember we used to give out colour awards. We haven't for the past couple of years because there are 
many, many areas that are beautifully decorated. The Ladysmith Chronicle mentioned a couple in Saltair. There is 
one near North Watts Rd on Chemainus Rd and there are 2 across from each other near Old Victoria Rd on 
Chemainus Rd. There are also several neighbourhoods there most homes are nicely done. If you have time drive 
around our community.  
Drive around Ladysmith that is even more lit than previous years. 
 
Calling all writers, wanna be writers and those that just want to try something new.  
We have a couple of ideas for the Newsie that I do not have time to handle.  
We would like to talk to businesses in the community and get more info about their businesses, how long they have 
been there, any interesting tidbits they would like etc.    
We would like to talk to people in the community that have an interesting hobby they would like to share. 
We would like to contact some of our previous bursary winners and see how they are doing. 
We would like to highlight accomplishments of Saltair people. 
We would like to facilitate getting to know your Saltair neighbours. 
We would like to talk to people who have lived here for a long time – what was their early Saltair like. 
 
We would like a lot of things, but I would certainly like some help to make the Newsie more interesting and 
informative about our community.  
 
The bottom line is we are looking for volunteers – not just the Newsie, but the website, and the community centre. 
If you have the slightest interest in any of the above, please give us a call. We'd love to hear from you. 


