
 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 
 

               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association    Jan/Mar 15 
                      
Dear SDRA Member, 
This issue covers bits and pieces of exciting things that are happening in our community. 
   
 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 
. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 60 households with 110 members     
 
John Silins- President  246-4910                        Our mailing address is: 
Christine Hammersley- Treasurer-324-5288     Saltair District Ratepayers Association 
 Dennis Ahola – Secretary- 245-2055                 3729 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              
 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 
 

MARK THE DATE ! 
 

April 23, 2015.  7 PM 
 

Annual General Meeting   
 

Saltair Centre 
 

The business part of the meeting should take about 40 minutes. That's when we have the elections and bring 
everyone up to date on what we've been doing this past year. 
The public part of the meeting will concentrate on the issues that are forefront in Saltair right now. 
 
Saltair Community Centre? Sunny Saltair Centre? Saltair Neighbourhood Centre? Mount Brenton Centre? 
Centennial Park Centre? Saltair Central? 
Now that we own it what do we call it? We can't keep calling it the old school. 
What name do you prefer? Any more ideas?  
It has been a school but it's not any longer. It now houses a daycare and on weekends and evenings is available for 
rent. It is a place for community activities. It is not meant to compete with Senior Centres or other facilities. It's a 
meeting place within our community so we don't have to drive to Ladysmith or Chemainus to get together.  
We are still working on how the Centre will be set up. There are plans to remove some of the front fencing on the 
left and creating angle parking for more spaces. There needs to be an outside light at the back because there is 
parking there and it's dark at night! There are new handrails on the front steps. There is a light at the front. 
Although it seems not much is happening, right now it's all behind the scenes. But there will be a new sign up when 
the name is chosen. 
 
Our Website                      www.sunnysaltair.ca 
The Saltair website is up and running. It has all sorts of interesting information.  
Anyone can sign on to it, but there is a special section reserved for members – so sign on. All the Newsies will be 
available, plus minutes of the Director's meetings. 
 



 

Couple of interesting things have been noted since it was up.  There have been hits on it from all over the world. 
Who knew we were so popular!  
A large proportion of the hits came from Russia!  So if you are getting this Newsie by email, go and have a look at it 
ans sign up so the whole site is accessible to you. 

 
Water Committee 
This is another committee that looks like not much is happening, but it's like a duck calmly cruising along, with the 
feet paddling furiously underneath. We have a water committee that has been working toward a formal body to 
oversee water management. It will be the Saltair Advisory Water Commission. It will be a separate body like the 
Parks Commission or the Advisory Planning Commission. It will act in conjunction with other water bodies who 
have a common interest in ensuring a safe and adequate water supply. It will not be part of the SDRA, but will 
replace our loose committee. 
The major concern regarding water is the drier winter with no snow pack this year.  
 
Volunteers 
Our community needs volunteers in many areas so if you have time and are willing to help in any area please contact 
us or Mel Dorey. Nothing for pay but you get to meet new people and even have some fun. 
People are needed for the board of the SDRA 
People are needed to help with the Newsie to collect Saltair stories. 
People are needed to help with planning the future of our community hall 
People are needed to help keep the website current 
People are needed who are interested in the water commission.  
 
Saltair Community Bursary 
Every year 2 bursaries are presented to Saltair graduating students – one from Ladysmith Secondary and one from 
Chemainus Secondary. Each is for $600.00. The funds for these come from Area G (Saltair and Islands). Our taxes 
pay $500 each and the SDRA adds $100 to each to make the $600. A committee from the SDRA reviews the 
applicants and selects the students. (Thanks Jim).  
This year we were able to track one of our recipiants because she has done so well. 
 
In 2005, the Ladysmith bursary went to Breaane Quist (nee Fair). She has been nominated for the very prestigious 
Ernest C. Manning Innovation Award. Being nominated is an honour, but her work has also been reviewed by their 
selection committee and she is now a qualified nominee. That is a great honour.  
Our very best wishes go with her. 
 
 
HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL APRIL 23 – at what used to be the school but is now our Centre. 
 
Also mark May 7 at 7 PM at the Centre – Mel is holding a public meeting. 
 
Please consider if you have some time to help with the exciting things that are happening! 
 


