
The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 
 

               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association     March 14                       
 

Dear SDRA Member, 
We have more progress reports on what is happening or going to happen and contacts should the white stuff show up. 
   
 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 
. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: under review      
 
John Silins- President  246-4910                   Our mailing address is: 
Jim Whittaker- Treasurer 245-4552            Saltair District Ratepayers Assoc’n 
 Dennis Ahola – Secretary- 245-2055           3729 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              
 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 
There is one date to mark on your calendars! 

 
March 27 – The SDRA AGM 7 PM Mount Brenton Centre 
 
Development  
 
1. Future Stocking Creek Open  Market 
John Morris, a local entrepreneur, and owner of Saltair  Self Storage has proposed to develop a Coombs like market 
on a property he owns just to the south Saltair Self Storage and Byrons's Market. He wants subdivide the property 
into small lots suitable for shops and restaurants. The development would be managed by a strata council. His 
original idea was to house the businesses in cargo containers, as is frequently done in Europe. He has since proposed 
to house the businesses in 'stick built' structures of a common west coast architectural design. The conceptual plan 
shows 2 larger buildings in front with about 20 smaller buildings along the southern edge of the property. The area 
in the middle is allocated to a green space and parking. All the businesses would be served by a common septic 
system.  
Before  development can start the lot in question has to be rezoned from C-2 (Local Commercial) to C2-A (Small 
Lot Local Commercial).  
The CVRD  Electoral Are Services Committee met on December 3, 2013, to initiate the process. 
On January 21, 2014, Area G Advisory Planning Commission met to review the proposal and made a number of 
recommendations relating to types of businesses, parking, aesthetic appearance. 
As required a public hearing was held on February 19, chaired by Director Dory. John Morris presented his plans. A 
number of issues were raised by the public. These dealt with sewage disposal, landscaping, parking, lighting, noise, 
traffic control, types of businesses, washroom facilities, set backs fire protection, possible health issues . The CVRD 
representative and John Morris responded to the questions. Some of the issues had already been dealt with and 
others would be dealt as part of the development plan. 
The public consensus appeared to be that the development would be attractive and be a benefit to Saltair. 
 
See also: 
1. for conceptual plan 
http://www.saltairselfstorage.com/pdfs/StockingCreekOpenMarketconcept.pdf  for concept plan 
2. for John Morris' interview 
 http://www.cowichannewsleader.com/news/209675771.htm  
3. for Electoral 3 Area Services Committee Minutes - R9 
http://cvrdmeetings.ca/sirepub/mtgviewer.aspx?meetid=292&doctype=MINUTES 



4. for Advisory Planning Commission Minutes  
http://www.cvrd.bc.ca/Archive.aspx?ADID=2315 
 
2. March 6 the public meeting was held regarding the development at the former Seaside mobile homes. It was well 
attended with over 70 people. The question is whether to allow the developers to construct houses on site as opposed 
to mobiles or manufactured as the zoning allows. 
 
8 of the 9 Area Directors who will have the vote on the issue were in attendance to hear public opinions. 
 
The CVRD explained the bylaws changes. The developer then presented their concept. During both these 
presentations questions were asked and answered. The public input part of the meeting was then opened and 
everyone was invited to express their opinions. Submissions that had previously made to the CVRD were available 
for viewing. Some people opted to speak at the meeting; others submitted written submissions. 
 
The Area Directors will discuss and make a decision at their April, or possibly May meeting. 
It was good to see all the area Directors took their evening to come to our area hear our concerns. 
 
 
Web Site 
Our web site development is obviously underway. We have received the invoices for the deposits from both the web 
hosting company and the developer. We have a grant from the CVRD of $1000 to get this done. We are also using 
the approximately $1000 remaining from the Centennial fund.  
 

ISSUES           ISSUES       ISSUES 
 

There have been a number of questions or issues that have arisen over the past few months so we asked Mel Dorey, 
our Area G representative for some answers. I'm sure some of these may be expanded on at our AGM March 27. 
 
Following are the 14 pints or questions we submitted to Mel, with his answers in ITALICS 
 
1.Maintenance for our parks has been contracted out. Bark mulch has been used on many of our trails. Some of us 
(read me and others) prefer mulch over gravel. Walking on mulch is QUIET. Crunching along on gravel detracts 
from the natural. But mulch blows away when the contractor blows the paths clean. Because we have generous 
residents, we have obtained mulch free and volunteers have spread it. This will not be possible with gravel, so our 
costs will increase. 
 
Mel has indicated no blowers will be used on our mulch trails. 
 
2. There have been concerns over the fact that for many years Ladysmith's water usage on Stocking Creek has been substantially over their 
license. Last year the SDRA board and Mel met with Rob Hutchins to discuss the matter. We also sponsored a public meeting about this. 
There was to be a committee set up with representatives from CVRD, Saltair and Ladysmith. This has not happened. 
 
Mel has indicated that Rob Hutchins has claimed they will ot be needing the Stocking water to the main town as they 
have a new pipe.      
 
3. Where does the money paid out in grants-in-aid come from? 
 
There are 2 kinds of grants-in-aid. The local one is financed by by the people of Area G. Mel sets aside $3500 for 
various things like the bursaries, helping with our centennial celebrations, and lately the community website. 



The second kind are financed through the general government of the whole CVRD. There are about 20 non profit 
groups in the valley that make a grant-in-aid request. 
 
In 2013 the Board approved Regional Grants-in-Aid for a total of $625,500. with distribution as follows: 
 
BC Forest Discovery Centre - $50,000 
Cowichan Family Caregivers - $40,000 
Cowichan Green Community - $30,000 
Chesterfield Sports Society (Cowichan Sportsplex) - $146,500 
Cowichan Valley Arts Council - $25,000 
Cowichan Valley Fire Chief's Association - $40,000 
Cowichan Valley Hospice - $ 50,000 
Island Corridor Foundation – $244,050  
 
4. Ladysmith printed a legal notice in the paper of a bylaw change to allow medical marijuana commercial 
production in south Ladysmith – an area that WAS part of Saltair. In discussions about water, Rob confirmed the 
agreement made when Ladysmith took the land into the town, that should that area be developed, and monies 
coming from a commercial enterprise would be shared with Saltair. 
 
Mel is aware of the change in laws but not of any commercial enterprise  
 
5. Green bin program. If it is true that by January 2015 no kitchen waste is going to be allowed in garbage then we 
need to start a discussion now os we are prepared. Ideas can then be put forward such as collecting kitchen waste 
through the green bin every 2 weeks in winter and every week as a cost savings (like Vancouver) 
 
It is part of the discussion now Here are some of the parts that we will be rolling out with your support over the next 
few years. 

• Proposing a curbside waste (compostable organics) collection programthroughout the region that will 
gather all your meat scraps, pizza boxes, and any other food scraps for composting at a regional facility. 

• Expanding the disposal ban on commercial food waste to include post-consumer commercial food waste (e.g. 
restaurant plate scrapings), not just expired food stocks. 

 
6. Waterworks building. What can be done to make it more useful for community activities? Can the $10,000 that 
Dave Leitch mentioned be used for improvements? 
 
We can form a work crew and get going. Parks has also talked about it. It is paid for by the Saltair water funds. Will 
take it up with them again. 
 
7. Are we getting what we pay for? How do we get the CVRD to focus on improving our area? 
 
Mostly. The CVRD is always trying to get us something more. W e have the lowest taxes in the CVRD 
 
8. Complete the Saltair part of the trans Canada Trail. 
 
Brian Farquhar, CVRD Parks Manager will be answering this via email. 
 
9. What action is CVRD / province taking to control invasive plant species? 
 
This is a huge and expensive problem. I think it has to be handled by the local people. 



 
10. Official Saltair Community Plan. What is it and when was it done? Is it time to look at it? 
 
It was completed in 2005 and will not be renewed for years. Other areas whose are older are waiting.  
 
11. Disposal of workshop dust – Peerless Rd will not take it. Should they? 
 
Use it on your property for garden mulch. You can put some in your garden clippings. 
 
12.Should there be regular town hall meetings semi-annually or quarterly? Topics could be: 
- budgetary expenditures 
- progress toward strategic CVRD goals 
-deliberations of committees ie: new hospital location and funding. 
 
We can put a lot of this on our new website, with connections to the CVRD. Every time you use a CVRD employee 
you are incurring costs. 
 
13. Is there a CVRD regional water strategy and if there is can we contribute to it's further development? 
 
Saltair is unique – we have only 1 water source. We need to guarantee that source which we are doing with our 
meetings with Ladysmith and the CVRD. 
 
14. Chesterman Fields (Sportsplex) – if there is a referendum about financial support for this, it should be district by 
district rather than the CVRD as a whole. If, in the event of a referendum, and Area G votes against then we should 
not make a contribution. 
 
You are already paying for it now at about 70 cents per $100.000 of property value. It is in the regional grant-in-aid 
above. The CVRD wants to come to our community and talk about it. They want to make it a regular function and 
decide who pays for it. Right now everyone pays because they say it is a regional facility.  
 
 

Water Water Everywhere? 
 
There have been several meetings and public notices regarding the proposed expansion of the town Ladysmith with 
land currently owned bu Couverdon. It has raised the issue of water – in Saltair, Ladysmith and Area H (Diamond) 
 
This month's Take 5 has several very thorough explanations of both sides. Rob Hutchins has his Mayor's report with 
all the pros. Mary Marcotte, Area H Director has all the cons. Rob Johnson's column As I See IT comes at the 
process itself, with some interesting points. 
 
Peerless Road – the new Peerless Road facility is now open.        


