
The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 
 

               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association     November 14                       
 

Dear SDRA Member, 
This issue covers some election stuff, the referendum, bursary winner, and miscellaneous. 
There's some really important stuff! 
   
 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 
. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 57 households with 104 members     
 
John Silins- President  246-4910                        Our mailing address is: 
Christine Hammersley- Treasurer-245-9888      Saltair District Ratepayers Association 
 Dennis Ahola – Secretary- 245-2055                 3729 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              
 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 
 
November 15 – MARK YOUR CALENDARS! IT'S ELECTION DAY! 
 
We vote st Chemainus Elementary School.  3172 Garner (off Old Victoria Rd) 
 
Coming from Saltair you turn right on Cook St and then an immediate left takes you to Garner. 
Or you can take Old Victoria and follow it to near the end and turn left on Garner. 
 

The polls are open from 8 AM to 8 PM   
Typically the turnout in municipal elections is low. Odd because this is where the number of 
electors is low, so every vote counts for a lot. Don't assume because most of the people you talk to 
agree with you one less vote won't make a difference. Last elections final tally showed a difference 
of only 11 votes.  

 
We are voting on 3 very important things. 

 
 
1. AREA DIRECTOR – There are 3 people running hoping to represent Saltair for the next 4 years. 
The following is what I know of and about the candidates. 
 
 MEL DOREY – the incumbent 
Mel has been our Director for the last 9 years and resides in Saltair. He has actively volunteered in 
our community for many years prior to being our director for the last 9. He has consistently refused 
to give in to pressure to have Saltair assist paying for facilities in Duncan and North Cowichan. 
Rather than costing us a $15,000 referendum regarding the water upgrades, he mustered 26 
volunteers who went door to door (sometimes many times) to get the petition signed.  He has also 
solicited the help of  many volunteers to help enhance and maintain our parks. This has resulted in 
substantial tax savings. To ensure that Saltair has an adequate future water supply from Stocking 
Lake and the protection of the water shed, he was instrumental establishing a committee consisting 



of representation from Saltair residents and officials from Ladysmith and CVRD to identify 
emerging issues and make suggestion to the appropriate authorities. More recently he listened to the 
the residents of Saltair regarding the purchase  of the Mt Brenton  school  property and on the basis 
of what he heard and on professional  assessments he recommended the purchase of the property to 
CVRD Council which unanimously agreed. He did not need to consult the residents as CVRD land 
purchases (and most other public land acquisitions) are done in secret to avoid speculation.          
 
 
 
TOM HOCKIN  
Mr. Hockin resides in Saltair. If you were at the All Candidates meeting you will know he 
suggested subdividing the former school, soon to be named Saltair Centre and 2/3 of an acre off of 
our parkland and selling it for $1.00 to give someone else the liability or demolish it. If he sold or 
demolished OUR building (Saltair residents own it), where in Saltair could we hold our public 
meetings. In the Cowichan Valley Citizen, he stated that parklnad and building purchase was his 
primary reason for being a candidate. Mr. Hockin has not to the best of our knowledge participated 
in any of the Saltair improvement projects as a volunteer. He noted in a newspaper article he was 
concerned about Ladysmith's overuse of Stocking water, but did not get current information from 
the CVRD about the progress we and Ladysmith have made and that Ladysmith has not currently 
been overusing. 
 
JOHN SHERRY 
Mr. Sherry resides in North Cowichan and does not pay taxes in Saltair. Some are familiar with him 
from his run at the provincial elections. He too is against the property purchase.  He even suggested 
that parkland could be sold off for density housing. Prior to his moving to Chemainus he lived in 
Maple Bay, the residence he still listed on his web site when he chose to became a candidate here. 
He has therefore not been to any Saltair meetings and has not done any volunteer work in Saltair.  
 

WARNING THE FOLLOWING IS MY PERSONAL TAKE FROM THE ALL 
CANDIDATES MEETING 

 
IT IS NOT THE OPINION OF THE SDRA BOARD OR MEMBERSHIP 

 
One thing was clear to me from the meeting – we have years of experience from Mel and a proven 
track record to pull this community together. Mr. Hockin has said he only entered the race because 
of the purchase of the school. Mr. Sherry has been and is a North Cowichan resident, accustomed to 
much higher taxes and has no experience of Saltair issues, including any of the series of meetings 
about the school. Neither of the latter have obviously talked to the CVRD about the recent studies 
done on the safety and viability of the building. It is safe for the licensed daycare which is operating 



there. We had over 150 residents attend the public meeting in the warm and well lit gym. Your 
Parks Board , the Community Advisory Committee and the SDRA already meet there.   
 

THE ABOVE I HAVE BEEN TOLD IS AN EDITORIAL (not a rant) 
 
 
2. REFERENDUM partly a rehash from last Newsie. 
 
Following is the exact wording the referendum reads. 
“Are you in favour of the Board of the Cowichan Valley Regional District adopting “CVRD Bylaw 
No.3837 – Chesterfield Sports Society Annual Financial Contribution Service (Area G) 
Establishment Bylaw, 2014”, that would allow the CVRD to annually requisition the greater of 
$8,340 per year, or an amount equal to the amount that could be raised by a property value tax of 
$0.01490 per $1,000 of net taxable value of the land and improvements, to assist the Chesterfield 
Sports Society with costs associated with the operation and maintenance of the Cowichan 
Sportsplex? YES or NO” 
 
There are several things that you need to know before you decide yes or no. 
1. This is NOT the pool. This is an outdoor facility on Chesterfield Rd. Duncan. Most people I have 
talked to are not even aware it is there. Rhetorically speaking do you know where it is? 
2. Everyone in the CVRD, including Saltair, have been funding this for years through an annual 
grant-in -aid. (Grants-in aid, by CVRD definition were intended to be a one time assistance) 
3. This is a private society, so taxpayers have no input on how money is spent. They have taken out 
large ads that state “This is not new funding. It's a new location in the budget”. 
Without our specific consent we have been funding it. The new location they want is a 
permanent line on your taxes. 
4. This bylaw (No 3837) applies to SALTAIR ONLY, YOUR VOTE COUNTS! 
 
You may have noticed a large ad on an overleaf of one of the Duncan free papers. There has also 
been a smaller ad and there are signs posted throughout “Say Yes”.  So some of your tax dollars 
from their grant this year are paying for the campaign to get you to give them more on a 
guaranteed tax line.  
  
 
 “To review and make representation respecting taxation and fees for services to the Area” is 
one of the purposes in the constitution of the SDRA. After much discussion, the board is going 
to make a suggestion regarding taxation. Your Board recommends a NO vote. 
 
Our decision is based on the fact that Saltarians have supported this society for years when most 
residents didn't even know it existed. Hence, few if any have made use of it. The society has 



indicated the field will need repair or replacement in the next few years and that is estimated at 
$800,000. In addition, does it make ecological sense to drive to Duncan to exercise? 
 
 
 
3. SCHOOL BOARD 
 
Saltair is divided in half when it comes to voting for the school trustees. North Saltair votes for 
trustees for the Nanaimo/Ladysmith Board. Those in the South vote for trustees in Cowichan. You 
will be given the correct ballot when you vote. It will indicate how many you can vote for. You 
don't HAVE to vote for that number. You can opt to vote for only those you want. 
I am not listing all the candidates here. The newspapers will be covering them. These are the people 
who decide how your tax dollars are spent on education in each district. 
 
Retail Market proposed for Saltair – Stocking Creek Open Market. 
 
The Citizen newspaper carried a picture and article about the John Morris proposed development 
beside Byron's. It certainly looks interesting and would be a nice addition to our community core. It 
is well placed beside Byron's and right across from Centennial Park. 
The final plan has reduced the number of units from 20 to 14. The plan was submitted to the CVRD 
this week. John hopes to start servicing the lots this spring. 
We would like to thank John Morris for jumping through all the hoops and pushing this plan 
forward. 
 
Crosswalk? 
We have discussed contacting the Department of Highways regarding a pedestrian activated 
crosswalk light on Chemainus Rd. near Byron's. There is one on Chemainus Rd just coming out of 
Ladysmith. What do you think?  
 
Sunny Saltair Neighbourhood Centre 
The organization of a non profit society is still underway. Some of the people who have volunteered 
to be on a board are doing research with other neighbourhood associations. There are several within 
the CVRD that are running very successfully. We want to see what they have in their constitutions, 
how they rent or lease their buildings to others, how they fund raise and what sorts of grants are 
available to neighbourhood associations.  
We are also looking at the Centre as an emergency centre. One story frame buildings withstand 
earthquakes the best  and that's what this is. It is also about the centre of Saltair geographically. 
We are working on the assumption that our building will not be sold to private interests again. We 
are basing this on the fact that the CVRD does NOT like to sell property, and on the fact that all 15 
CVRD Directors (including Mel Dorey) voted YES to the land acquisition because it was good 
value.  



 
Saved the best for last 

 
The amount of the gas tax grant that Saltair will be receiving over the next 5 years 

 
 

$416,000.00 


