
 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 
 

               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association     Sept/Oct 14                       
 

Dear SDRA Member, 
This issue covers some election stuff, the referendum, bursary winner, and miscellaneous. 
There's some really important stuff! 
   
 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 
. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 36 households with 63 members     
 
John Silins- President  246-4910                   Our mailing address is: 
Jim Whittaker- Treasurer 245-4552            Saltair District Ratepayers Assoc’n 
 Dennis Ahola – Secretary- 245-2055           3729 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              
 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 
 
November 15 – MARK YOUR CALENDARS! IT'S ELECTION DAY! 
 
We vote st Chemainus Elementary School.  3172 Garner (off Old Victoria Rd) 
 

OR 
 
The advance polls are November 5th and 12th at Island Savings Centre in Duncan 
 

OR 
If you will be away on all of those days or you cannot get to the polls, you can get a mail in ballot. 
To get a ballot log on to the www.cvrd.bc.ca. Near the top you will see a heading “How do I”. Click on 
that and scroll down the list to “Vote by mail”.Click on that to get the form. I think they will mail 
you a ballot. You then return it by mail. It has to be back at the CVRD by the end of November 15th. 
 

OR 
If you have no computer and cannot get to any of the polls, call Shannon Carlow at the CVRD. Her 
direct number is 1-250-746-2508. Only call if NONE of the above options work for you. 
 

The polls are open from 8 AM to 8 PM   
Typically the turnout in municipal elections is low. Odd because this is where the number of 
electors is low, so every vote counts for a lot. Don't assume because most of the people you talk to 
agree with you one less vote won't make a difference. Last elections final tally showed a difference 
of only 11 votes.  

 
We are voting on 2 very important things. 

 
 
1. AREA DIRECTOR 
 



 

There are 3 people running hoping to represent Saltair for the next 4 years. 
 
MEL DOREY – the incumbent 
Mel has been our Director for the last 9 years and resides in Saltair. 
 
TOM HOCKIN  
Tom resides in Saltair 
 
JOHN SHERRY 
John resides in North Cowichan 
 
 

COME TO NOV 4TH MEETING 0F THE 3 CANDIDATES  
 

7 – 8:30 PM 
 

MOUNT BRENTON CENTRE 
 

This is your chance to listen to what the candidates envision for Saltair for the next 4 years 
 

This is your chance to ask questions about the issues that are important to you. 
 
 
 
2. REFERENDUM 
 
Following is the exact wording the referendum reads. 
“Are you in favour of the Board of the Cowichan Valley Regional District adopting “CVRD Bylaw 
No.3837 – Chesterfield Sports Society Annual Financial Contribution Service (Area G) 
Establishment Bylaw, 2014”, that would allow the CVRD to annually requisition the greater of 
$8,340 per year, or an amount equal to the amount that could be raised by a property value tax of 
$0.01490 per $1,000 of net taxable value of the land and improvements, to assist the Chesterfield 
Sports Society with costs associated with the operation and maintenance of the Cowichan 
Sportsplex? YES or NO” 
 
There are several things that you need to know before you decide yes or no. 
1. This is NOT the pool. This is an outdoor facility on Chesterfield Rd. Duncan. Most people I have 
talked to are not even aware it is there. 
2. Everyone in the CVRD, including Saltair, have been funding this for 10 years through an annual 
grant-in -aid. (Grants-in aid, by CVRD definition were intended to be a one time assistance) 



 

3. This is a private society, so taxpayers have no input on how money is spent. They have taken out 
large ads that state “This is not new funding. It's a new location in the budget”. 
Without our specific consent we have been funding it. The new location they want is a permanent 
line on your taxes. 
4. The society will become a permanent line on your taxes forever. To withdraw support would 
require a vote at the CVRD where financial matters are weighted by population. Saltair gets 2 votes 
compared to North Cowichan's 17. 
The referendum quotes cost per $1000. Financial questions have been quoted previously by an 
amount per $100,000, so don't be misled by the apparent miniscule amount they are requesting. 
That .0149 per $1000 works out to $1.49 per $100,000. Still not a huge amount – just another tax. 
5. Most important of all this bylaw applies to SALTAIR ONLY, YOUR VOTE COUNTS! 
  
 
 “To review and make representation respecting taxation and fees for services to the Area” is 
one of the purposes in the constitution of the SDRA. After much discussion, the board is going 
to make a suggestion regarding taxation. Your Board recommends a NO vote. 
 
Our decision is based on the fact that Saltaians have supported this society for 10 years when most 
residents didn't even know it existed. Hence, few if any have made use of it. The society has 
indicated the field will need repair or replacement in the next few years and that is estimated at 
$800,000. In addition, does it make ecological sense to drive to Duncan to exercise? 
 
 
3. SCHOOL BOARD 
 
Saltair is divided in half when it comes to voting for the school trustees. North Saltair votes for 
trustees for the Nanaimo/Ladysmith Board. Those in the South vote for trustees in Cowichan. You 
will be given the correct ballot when you vote. It will indicate how many you can vote for. You 
don't HAVE to vote for that number. You can opt to vote for only those you want. 
 
I am not listing all the candidates here. The newspapers will be covering them. These are the people 
who decide how your tax dollars are spent in each district. 
 

End of election stuff – just please vote. 
 
Community Facility (formerly the school) 
 
A committee has been formed to set up a non profit society to operate the facility. Several names 
have been suggested. Sunny Saltair Centre (my favourite).  Saltair Community Centre, Saltair 
Neighbourhood Centre, Mount Brenton Community, etc. Our website when up and running will be 
SunnySaltair. Email or call with your suggestions. 



 

We will need volunteers to be on the board. We need ideas of what we could do to fund the centre. 
The current tenant – the day care is continuing with maintenance and pays $750 a month rent. 
Our parks employees have taken over the grounds.  Some people have expressed an interest in 
renting space. Anyone interested now must book through the CVRD until our society is up and 
running.  
 
The CVRD has paid for the acquisition. The exact way Saltair will be paying for it will be disclosed 
later, but since the biggest asset is the land, part will be funded by our Parks budget. Saltair also has 
some reserves that can be used. Don't look for a large blip even for our parks budget – Saltair is one 
of the very few areas that has no debt at all, except for our water line replacement.  That has been 
the only large budget item we have undertaken. Our current and past Directors have been prudent 
with our tax dollars.  
 
 
Bursary Winner Rachel Boudreau, a student graduating from Chemainus Secondary School on 
June 20 2014 was awarded the $600.00 Saltair community Bursary. Rachel has been a resident of 
Saltair since 2003.Rachel has been accepted at the University of Victoria to a four year program in 
Kinesiology. Rachel plans to continue after she completes her 1st degree at the university in either 
Physiotherapy or Sports Medicine. Good Luck Rachel. 
 
Rachel has sent a very nice thank you letter – quoted below: 
“Thank you to the Saltair Community for awarding me the 2014 Bursary which will be put towards 
my post secondary studies this fall at the University of Victoria. I will miss “Sunny Saltair” very 
much, but will know that it is only a short distance to travel as I begin an exciting new chapter in mt 
life. All the best, Rachel Boudreau” 
 
We wish Rachael all the best too. 
 
Remembrance Day.  
 
Although it is important every year to remember, the need for that remembrance has been brought 
home to us all with the attacks in our own country. The SDRA has purchased 2 wreaths that will be 
placed in Ladysmith and Chemainus on Nov 11 from the Saltair community. 
 


