
 

 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 

 
               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association    June 2015 

                      

Dear SDRA Member, 

This issue covers our new directors, a couple of meetings and  issues of concern. 

   

 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 

. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 50 households with 92 members     

 

John Silins- President  246-4910                        Our mailing address is: 

Debbie Neil- Vice Pres 924-4003 

Jim Whittaker- Treasurer-245-4552          Saltair District Ratepayers Association 

To be named  – Secretary- 245-2055                 3729 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              

 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING MONDAY JUNE 15 

 

7 PM Mount Brenton Centre 

 
The CVRD has an announcement in the Cowichan Valley Citizen announcing a public meeting on the above date.  

 

The meeting is to inform the public of proposed amendments to 2 bylaws in Saltair. 

The first - Adding an objective to Surburban Residential Land Use Designation to encourage small scale 

agricultural accessory to residential use; to allow the use of Temporary Use Permits in the Suburban 

Residential designation for temporary agricultural operations. 
 

The reason for the change has to so with an individual who wishes to have chickens.  

 

The second amendment concerns the property NEXT DOOR to the Saltair Public Market the owner of Byron's 

Market is planning. 

 

The purpose of the this amendment is to permit part of the subject property to be developed for one commercial 

lot, seven residential lots and 1.77 hectares of public park land.  
 

Please take the time to attend this meeting and encourage your neighbours to as well. Whether you are for or against 

any development these plans will change Saltair if they go ahead. Come and have your say about what happens. 

 

The Citizen had a full page display showing a map of the development plan. The Citizen is available in several 

places for free, including Byron's. 

 

 



 

New SDRA Board 

 

Some new Board members were elected at our AGM and the following members will be representing you in the 

current year. 

John Silins – President 

Debbie Neil – Vice President 

Jim Whittaker – Treasurer 

Diana MacTavish – Newsie 

Jackie Rieck – Website 

Jane Walton – Green Mapping 

Sean Jonas 

Doug Orr 

James MacKinnon 

Charlie Hill 

 

Although we do not meet in July and August, there is still much ongoing and emails are still flying back and forth. 

Below are the topics. 

1. Water. 

We are pushing to have a formal commission set up to handle Saltair's  water supply. Ladysmith, the CVRD and 

First Nations have had a formal meeting in Ladysmith to discuss water usage. Although the CVRD handles some 

30+ water systems, Saltair is by far the largest. The concern is that we share our only supply, Stocking Creek, with 

Ladysmith who is adding developments and promising supply to the First Nations town development north of 

Ladysmith and also considering running a water supply pipe under the harbour to the north side. 

 

2. Community Centre 

Mel Dorey is looking for people to sign on as Directors for the society that will operate parts of our Centre. 

The CVRD will be signing a lease with the long term renter – the child care business.  

A volunteer group has been working on a survey that will be sent to all residents for feedback on what everyone 

wants to see happen at the Centre. There was a letter about it on the back of your  water bill. 

 

3. Roads 

Largely due to the efforts of Debbie Neil, highways has been made aware of some of our issues. Lately you may 

have noticed some roadsides have been mowed. The biggest change is at Olsen and Oyster Way, the very dangerous 

corner with no good sight-lines and is a very narrow road. Hopefully this corner is now safer. There will also be an 

actual streetlight at Old Victoria and Chemainus Rd. This is another corner that is especially bad at night. 

And finally, if the Saltair Market goes ahead we have been promised a crossing light on Chemainus Rd connecting 

the market and Byron's with Centennial Park. 

 

4. Parks 

The flooding that has killed trees in Diana, Princess of Wales Park has been stopped. The area has been drying out. 

The CVRD promised to have a hydrologist determine the cause; we have heard nothing, but a solution has been 

found. 

4a. Benches. Two benches were donated for Diana, Princess of Wales Park. Volunteers placed the benches in the 

park. The benches were removed by the CVRD as they were not the approved type. They have been replaced by 2 

benches purchased by us from the CVRD. The donated benches will be placed elsewhere. 



 

 

5. Saltair Market 

This project was approved by Saltair's Advisory Planning Commission and the CVRD Electoral Services 

Committee. The plan called for pavement on the front and crushed gravel in the back. When the plan went before the 

CVRD Board, someone from another area convinced the Board that it should be paved in it's entirety so the 

development permit was denied. If the developer wants to proceed the plan must be changed and they must go back 

to the Electoral Services Committee again and then the full board. 

The market will therefore not likely start his year even if it is approved.  

 

 

6. Gas Tax Money. 

Last year the government announced that the gas tax refunds would be distributed more equitably. The Electoral 

areas of the CVRD will receive $7,000,000. That's right – seven million. Our share was estimated at $480,000. This 

money is to come over the next 5 years. BUT 10% is being held back to create a fund that will do something that 

will benefit ALL electoral areas, AND a further 10% is being held back for emergencies. If we have no emergencies 

hopefully we can get that last 10% back at the end of the 5 years. Mel Dorey, our Area Director, has indicated the 

80% will be used to either pay down some of the debt for the Centennial Park acquisition or increase the speed of the 

water main upgrades, or a combination of both.  We want to see it at work in our community. 

 

7. Saltair Website    www.sunnysaltair.ca 

Jackie Reick, with the help of Grace Predy have taken over the website responsibilities. Keeping a website current 

and relevant is a big job. We hope to have more pictures and stories. We hope some of our new Board people can 

help with gathering stories and converting some of our historical information to a suitable web format. 

If you think you have stories or interesting pictures you think our community would enjoy, please call or email us 

(phone numbers up top). 

 

8. Burn Bylaw 

At the May public meeting there were several doubters at the picture that had Duncan shrouded in smoke shown in 

the CVRD presentation. Regardless it appears the pressure is on for ALL of the CVRD to adopt the burn bylaw. 

 

9. Composting 

Composting was a topic we had asked the CVRD to explore. North Cowichan publicized how much money they 

saved in dumping fees when they started their compost pick-up. The CVRD examined Saltair's garbage at some 

point and discovered some 35% was compost-able. So although a lot of people do compost, a lot do not. 

We discussed the idea of picking up every 2 weeks instead of weekly. Compost sits in garbage 2 weeks now. 

Saltair could be a pilot project toward achieving the CVRD goal of Zero waste. 

The CVRD presentation was geared toward those who do NOT use the CVRD for garbage and recycle. And until 

ALL the electoral areas use the CVRD, compost pick up will not happen. 

 

10. Watering Restrictions 

We are now at Stage 1 sprinkling restrictions. Even numbered homes can sprinkle even days and odd numbered 

homes on odd. Permitted hours are 6AM – 8AM and 8PM – 10PM. If you have automated sprinkling, your system 

must be set for the correct hours and days. 

 

 

 

http://www.sunnysaltair.ca/


 

11. Arts & Cultural Funding. 

This topic harkens back to last year when the CVRD acknowledged that several societies had been receiving grants-

in-aid for many years and that grants-in-aid were intended as short term assistance. As a result, one of those societies  

financial assistance was put to referendum last November at election time. That society was the Sportsplex on 

Chesterfield Rd in Duncan. If you recall, Saltair voted NO. We no longer wanted to contribute our tax dollars. 

Because of that no vote, they are not a tax line on the tax notices we recently received. 

 

Another of the groups that regularly received grants-in-aid was the Cowichan Valley Arts Council.  There are 2 

other arts councils that want guaranteed funding. The CVRD would like permanent funding for them, and if they get 

the taxpayers permission by the Alternative Approval Process from all CVRD, we will be paying. It appears it will 

not be put to an individual area vote this time.  It would need 10% of ALL of CVRD to send in the required form to 

defeat it.  

 

I have copied an article from the May 29th Cowichan Valley Citizen (with their permission).  

 

 

 
(CVRD) Directors laud Arts and Culture function idea for Cowichan Valley Regional District

Support among directors is high for the creation of a new $130,000 Arts and Culture function at the Cowichan Valley Regional 

District, but a number of them want more time to consult with their communities on the details of the plan. 

The Regional Services Committee, which is comprised of the members of the board, tossed around the idea at their Wednesday 

night meeting. 

There are three prongs to the proposal. It would allocate a sustainable level of funding to the Valley's three existing arts 

councils (the Ladysmith and District Arts Council, the Chemainus Valley Cultural Arts Society and the Cowichan Valley Arts 

Council), it would allocate funding for a one day per week administrative position to coordinate the groups and regional arts 

initiatives, and arts councils would be set up in South Cowichan and Cowichan Lake. 

Funding would come from all regional district taxpayers on an equal share basis based on property assessment. Not all of the 

funding would be new. 

Assent for the function is proposed to come through the Alternative Approval Process. 

"I am 100 per cent in favour of this," said the City of Duncan's alternate director Sharon Jackson in starting off the discussion. 

At the cost of a few cents per home the service is cheap, she said, calling the initiative  a "no-brainer". 

Arts and culture are a "huge economic driver", she said, and "the benefits are going to be felt region-wide." 

Right now, funding for the arts councils is being supplied by the CVRD through grants-in-aid, but new rules at the board are 

enforcing the policy that grants-in-aid are not to be given out on an ongoing basis, year after year. 

North Cowichan Mayor Jon Lefebure echoed Jackson's sentiments, saying that the funds represent "a relatively small 

investment that can return great benefits to our community." 



 

"It's time to do it," he said. "Arts and culture make us who we are," said Dir. Bob Day, who expressed complete confidence in 

the proposal. Dir. Kerry Davis called arts and culture a pillar of a sustainable community. 

Directors Ian Morrison, Alison Nicholson and Sonia Furstenau were also all very supportive of arts in the community, but 

expressed some discomfort with some of the details of the proposal, and going ahead without talking to the arts sectors in their 

communities. 

"If we are going to do this we should take the time to do it properly," said Furstenau. 

A motion to defer the matter to a future meeting to give time for consultations was defeated. 

The matter will now go to the board meeting in June, and directors have the chance to talk to their communities before then. A 

decision must be made by the July board meeting to hit timelines for the next budget cycle. 

© Cowichan Valley Citizen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


