
 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 

 
               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association    January 2016 

                      

Dear SDRA Member, 

 

   

 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 

. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 50 households with 92 members     

 

John Silins- President  246-4910                        Our mailing address is: 

Debbie Neil- Vice Pres 924-4003 

Jane Walton- Treasurer-246-4687          Saltair District Ratepayers Association 

To be named  – Secretary- 245-2055                 3735 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              

 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 

 

SALTAIR COMMUNITY SOCIETY 

 

invites you to  
 

GRAND OPENING 

 

FEBRUARY 6 from 11 AM to 3 PM 
 

Location – Our new community Centre. 
 

There will be free food throughout the event, displays, door prizes for those   

that return the survey that is being sent through the mail. There will be events for 

the kids as well. There will also be surveys available at the door. 
 

Further regarding the Saltair Community Society - 

The society currently has an interim board. In the near future the society will be holding its first 

Annual General meeting to elect the first board. Anyone in the community can stand for election to 

the board. For the first year, the day care will lease directly from the CVRD. The society will lease 

the remaining part of the facility from the CVRD for a nominal amount. After the first year the 

society will lease the entire facility from the CVRD and then sublease to the daycare. 

Anyone interested in being a part of the board should contact Mel Dorey. 250-245-2116. 
 

www.sunnysaltair.ca = check it out. 



NEW 

 

The administrators of Sunny Saltair have also created a Facebook (closed group) for Saltair, see 

sunny Saltair site link http://www.sunnysaltair.ca/news/. It is called SALTAIR COMMUNITY PAGE 

(All things Saltair!). The group site will help the people of Saltair communicate instantly, by 

sharing and discussing information within their community. For example, posting news items, 

community events, volunteering, sales, photos, jobs, and general fun stuff regarding Saltair and its 

community. Ladysmith and Chemainus both have their own Facebook pages. To join you need to 

have an Facebook account. The  administrators and have also posted Rules of Conduct on the site. 

Since starting the page on Monday, we have 17 members and counting. Please join if this interests 

you and invite family and friends. 
 
 

 

SNOW  

 

 I hope we don't get any (more) this year, but in case we do, every year I include the tel numbers 

that you may need. Keep in mind that the school bus routes must be kept open first. If days have 

gone by and your street is still in dangerous condition (particularly on a hill) then call: 

1. Emcon – 250-722-9494. This is the contractor responsible for road maintenance. 

2. Highways Department – 250-715-6262 – if your call to Emcon has not made your street safe. 

 

TAXES 

All the assessments are out. You have until February 1 to file a notice of complaint (appeal) if you 

disagree with the assessment. 

The next to come is the tax notice with the amount payable by July. 

A new tax line will be added to your taxes for Arts & Culture. Authority to create this permanent 

line was obtained by the Alternative Approval Process the CVRD ran last fall. Less then 10% of 

residents in the CVRD sent in the form to say no.  

 

The last Newsie Special sent out provided information about this Alternative Approval Process 

(AAP). 

The SDRA was not the only entity to object to the minimal publicity given the AAP; the CVRD has 

said they will be reviewing the process. 

 

NEW IN SALTAIR 

Many may have noticed there is a new building on the site south of Byron's. This is the start of The 

Stocking Creek Open Market. It will help create more of a core, with Centennial Park, Byron's and 

the Community Centre. 

 

http://www.sunnysaltair.ca/news/


 

 

NEW CVRD COMMITTEE - Regional Recreation Select Committee 

 

I have attached the CVRD document so you can see the plan. It is a PDF format that MOST 

computers can read. 

If your computer does not have Adobe Reader if can SAFELY be downloaded. Or your other option 

is to email me and I will print and mail you a copy. It's only 2 pages long. 

 

The CVRD Board met Jan 13, 2016. Public consultation is not scheduled until the fall of 2017. 

 

There are a couple of items that merit your interest.  

1. Regional funding for the Sportsplex was sent to referendum at the last municipal election. Saltair, 

Ladysmith and several other Areas voted NO. It in their list again to review for regional funding.  

2.The members, other than 2 from the CVRD Board, are all representing facilities that want 

regional funding. Think this might influence the outcome? 

3. The public engagement process is set for fall 2017-spring 2018 and the public approval process in 

fall 2018. 

4. The process starts now and ends 2018 - a great deal of staff time and money is going to be spent 

before any taxpayers input is sought. 

 

This idea of everyone paying for what has been deemed “regional” has been floated by some CVRD 

Directors for the past 40 years. And Saltair and some other areas have been saying NO for just as 

long. If in the fall of 2018 this goes to a CVRD wide AAP or referendum, we will lose because 

those areas paying the most for their facilities and having the heavier population obviously want tax 

dollars from everywhere else to reduce their own tax burden. The Cowichan Aquatic Centre (The 

Duncan Pool) is the prime example. 


