
 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 

 
               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association    May 2016 

                      

Dear SDRA Member, 

News from our AGM, Water Committee, Community Centre, Citizens on Patrol & other things. 

   

 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 

. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 50 households with 97 members     

 

John Silins- President  246-4910                        Our mailing address is: 

Debbie Neil- Vice Pres 924-4003 

Jane Walton- Treasurer-246-4687          Saltair District Ratepayers Association 

To be named  – Secretary-                       3735 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              

 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 

 

 Annual General Meeting 

 

We held our meting April 28 at the Community Centre. 

We have an expanded list of Directors – thank you to those people who volunteered. 

These are your new board members: 

 

John Silins, Debbie Neil, Jane Walton, Diana MacTavish, James McKinnon, Gloria Fraser, Diana Holland, Gord 

Thomson, Susan Odell. 

Officers will be voted on at our next meeting. 

 

With the Saltair Community Society not yet having a lease with the CVRD, and the CVRD not set up to receive rent 

which should be paid to the Community Society, there was no one to whom we could pay rent. In previous years we 

have paid $100.00. We solved the situation by spending the $100.00 elsewhere - $50.00 will be donated to both food 

banks that serve Saltair – Ladysmith and Chemainus. 

For your information, we also buy Event Insurance for each public meeting. It costs $150.00 

 

In addition to electing new Board members, the following business was taken care of. 

1. The agenda was adopted 

2.The minutes from the April 23, 2015 meeting were adopted 

3. The financial report was accepted. A report with exact figures will be forwarded to you later. 

4. A motion to pay all previous year's bills was adopted 

5. John presented a year in review of the activities of the SDRA last year. 

 

John Silins and Mel Dorey both expressed regrets from Mary Marcotte who had committed to attending the meeting 

to give a historical perspective on the Regional Recreation issue. 

 



Public Community Meeting 

 

1. Regional Recreation 
As people entered they were given copies of 2 CVRD documents- one from January 2016 and one from March 2016. 

The CVRD has set up a Select Committee to again review Regional Recreation. 

 

Mel explained that at a CVRD meeting, some Directors expressed concern that their aging and costly facilities are 

burdensome and they are again seeking outside tax dollars from other areas. He indicated there are several “plans” 

being reviewed. These “plans” range from everyone paying for all those facilities considered regional, to plans with   

sub-regional only payments. 

 

Mel explained Area G (Saltair & Islands) pays $40,000 to Ladysmith for Frank Jamieson Community Centre. 

Area H ( North Oyster, Diamond) pays  about $80,000. Area H pays more because their agreement with Ladysmith 

is tied to tax values. Saltair pays less because a dollar amount was negotiated. 

 

There was a public discussion and concerns were also raised that if the CVRD does a regional wide AAP or regional 

wide referendum, we will lose. Mel asked, by a show of hands, if residents were willing to pay more for recreation. 

The resounding vote was NO, not even contributing more to Ladysmith if the CVRD opts for the sub-regional plans. 

 

 

2. Community Centre Society .– Meeting May 16, 7PM at Community Centre.  
Mel had a table set up at the back of the gym to sign up members for the society. Membership is $5. The first Annual 

General Meeting is May 16 when a Board of Directors will be elected. 

 

The Board will sign a lease with the CVRD (likely for $1 a year) and become responsible for the Centre. The first 

lease will be for the part of the Centre not utilized by the daycare. Ultimately the plan is for the society to lease the 

entire building and sublease to the daycare. 

Please attend if you are willing to help operate the Centre. 

 

3. Citizens on Patrol 
Considering the problems with theft our area has had, Citizens on Patrol is an idea whose time has definitely come. 

A resident attending our April 28 AGM reminded everyone that now the thefts have largely stopped, now is when 

we need to maintain our vigilance. If we become lax about locking up and putting tools away and reporting every 

even minor theft, we are inviting thieves back.  

 

And now the best part – when everyone is pleading for volunteers, Saltair has someone who is willing to spearhead 

researching the possibility of setting this up in Saltair. It involves pairs of people who simply patrol and report 

anything suspicious to the RCMP. 

This is a great opportunity for Saltair. Please consider joining to investigate this – email Penny – info following. 

 

“Any Saltair residents with an interest in learning more about having a Citizens on Patrol group in our 
neighbourhood please contact me at Penny01@shaw.ca.  If we have enough people with an interest I will work 
toward arranging a neighbourhood informational session.” 

 

 

mailto:Penny01@shaw.ca


4. Website and Facebook             www.sunnysaltair.ca 
NEW FEATURE !    Email Notification Service 
A new feature has just been added to the website. You can sign up for email notification Service. When any 
changes are made or additions made to the site you will receive an email. This means you won't miss anything and 
don't have to keep checking back on the site. What better way to stay informed! 
And if you “Facebook” remember you can add interesting bits on your own – like your garage sale. 
 

5. Parks 
The parks commission has been informed by the CVRD that all Parks and Trails are “No Smoking” zones. The 
signage will be posted soon. This ties in with the dry weather and in the wake of the Fort Mac devastation. 
Everyone needs to be extra vigilant. Folks who smoke when out walking on the trails are requested to take the 
extra precaution  of taking their cigarette butts out with them.  
Summer is here- time to get out and enjoy where we live. (And leave nothing behind but your footprints). 
 

6. Trails 
There is a group of dedicated volunteeers that have formed a Trans Canada Trail Committee. They have been very 
busy lobbying the CVRD Directors and staff with Power Point presentations and many meetings to ensure Saltair 
gets its portion of the Trans Canada Trail completed in the next 2 years. 
 

7. Roads/Highways 
There will be a residents meeting with Highways on May 19. After last years meeting, Olsen got paved  and the 

corner trees were cleared to make a safer corner. Do you have an area of concern?  

Email Debbie  - debbieneil27@gmail.com. 

 

8. Water Committee 
Written by: Saltair Water Advisory Committee – 5May 2016 

        Fellow Saltair residents.  I am writing to tell you about an investigative committee  which focuses on our 

precious water resource and how your additional water tax dollars are being spent. 

             We started having concerns about our water when we attended a meeting at the Town of Ladysmith and 

learned that even though we share Stocking Lake water with Ladysmith, Ladysmith was taking more water than their 

licence allowed.  That practice has stopped for now, but we decided that an oversight by Saltair residents was 

needed. 

            My name is Lynne Smith, and with four other volunteer Saltair residents – Dick Graham, Stan Piper, Scott 

Pamminger and Jim Whittaker;-  We have joined together to become the Saltair Water Advisory Committee.  We 

feel that it is very important for you to know what is happening with your water tax dollars and it is our goal to find 

out information for you.  

            During our first year, we focused on the upgrades that were being done to our aging water pipes and how the 

petition additional  water tax that has been added to your taxes is being applied.  As we started to dig for 

information, we found the money per year was being used as we expected.  However, as we looked into this, we 

found other information that is of concern. 

            First, the estimated costs we were given at the time of the petition were based on 2008 estimates, and not 

2012 and beyond cost projections.  So, the information we were given was out of date.  We also found that an 

inflation factor was not considered in the information we were given when we signed the petition . So, costs are 

higher than we were told. 

http://www.sunnysaltair.ca/
mailto:debbieneil27@gmail.com


            Second, we were told that the duration of the extra tax would be for a maximum of 15 years, and the 

maximum amount would be $4.5 million dollars. The Bylaw that was passed by the CVRD Board of Directors to 

allow the taxes to be collected is silent on the amount of money and silent on the timeline.  In other words, the 

CVRD has an open ended licence to collect our special water tax levy forever! 

            Third, at the petition meetings, we were told that Gas Tax money and other grants would be applied for.  

This Gas Tax would be used to either shorten the length of the 15 year period, or lessen the amount of money we 

would be paying. We received $145,000 in Gas Tax funding in 2012. The Gas Tax also known as Canada Works 

Fund total of $438,364 for this current five year period (2015-2019) has been given to Area G, and zero dollars of 

these funds have been allocated to our water pipe upgrades!   ZERO! 

            Fourth, we have asked our Area Director, Mel Dorey to create bylaws which will protect our Stocking Lake 

Watershed, and protect our Stocking Creek riparian area.  We also sent that request to the CVRD, but we have not 

heard back from either yet. 

             These are just a few examples of what we are working on and the type of questions we are trying to find 

answers to. 

  

On a separate topic,  

            You should be aware that the Vancouver Island Health Authority has mandated that any jurisdiction that 

draws its water from an open water source, such as a lake or a creek, must install a filtration system.  We have been 

given less than two years to install such a system. There isn’t a choice in the matter. We are legislated to have a 

filtration system installed. The estimated costs: hundreds of thousands of dollars for a study, design and consultation 

for a filtration system plus an estimated $1.2 million for the system. As of this month the CVRD has applied for 

grant funding for the $1.2 million for the Saltair Water System Treatment Upgrade for the filtration system. 

 I am sure that by now you have many questions for us, but we have so many unanswered questions ourselves that 

we can not answer your questions yet.  We will be giving questions to Mel and the CVRD regarding our water 

system and when we get answers, we will call a town hall meeting and let you know what we have found out.  

At the meeting, the 60 people present were asked if they support the Saltair Water Advisory Committee and if they 

would, by a show of hands, show that they support us.  The response was unanimous!  

            We will meet with you all when we receive solid accurate information to share with you at a Town Hall 

meeting. We do post updates on the Sunny Saltair website.  

By the way, the Saltair Water Advisory Committee is not receiving any funds from any source. 

You can contact us by emailing us at saltairwater@gmail.com  

Saltair Water Advisory Committee  

 

 

And finally, thank you to all those who returned their surveys. We are cutting them off now and will provide you 

with a final tally, particularly regarding the possible future community meetings that many ticked as “interested”. 

And thank you to the Water Committee and Parks and Website volunteers for their contribution to this Newsie. 
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