
 SRDA DIRECTORS MEETING WITH MEL DOREY 

DATE: September 19, 2016 

LOCATION: Saltair Community Centre 

AGENDA: To hear answers from Mel Dorey, area G Director, to 19 questions submitted to him 
in advance. 

ATTENDANCE: John Silins, Debbie Neil, Diana MacTavish, Susan Odell, Diana Holland, Gord 
VanDyck, Gloria Fraser, Mel Dorey 

1. Sonia Furstenau holds a community meeting on the first Monday of each month. 
Why isn’t this happening in Saltair? 

Traditionally Saltair has held meetings only as needed and three are planned for the fall. 
A community meeting chaired by Brian Farquhar is scheduled for October. A transit 
meeting will happen in November. A third will take place to deal with water issues at a 
time to be announced. Mel is available at any time via phone and email available in the 
“Take 5” magazine. Planners also hold APC and Parks meetings which the public may 
attend. Mel feels that Saltair needs “connections” and this partly is why the Community 
Centre and lands were purchased. There is a 5 year commitment to this building to see 
how frequently it is being used. 

Sonia’s meetings in Shawinigan serve a larger community. These mostly serve the 
residents as a focal point for the objections to the toxic soil dumping and the raising of 
funds for the same. Sonia also has Green Party ties. 

2. In the video of the September 7, EASC Meeting, you appear not to support the 
Saltair Water Advisory Committee’s September 7, 2016 request to amend Bylaw 
3615 to include the 15-year limit on the parcel tax increase that was approved by 
the petition. Are you or are you not supporting this request? 

The 15 years mentioned in the petition was the amount of time that was estimated to 
complete the job. The initial plan was to place emphasis on weak points in the system 
for $4.5 million; the water committee requested a cessation after 15 years. This was not 
placed in the Bylaw as Bylaws basically do not have a finite timeline.  Mel stated here 
that this is not necessarily a bad thing. Saltair is now faced with a potential bill of $6.8 
million for water filtration; this is being mandated by VIHA. When the water meeting is 
held, (date TBA), Brian Dennison will be in attendance to outline options. Do we now 
need to hold a referendum regarding water costs in Saltair? This will be answered after 
the meeting with Brian. 

3. How much of the 2014-2019, $438,000 Canada Builds grant money has been or 
will be directed at the cost of upgrading the Saltair Water System works to 
Municipal Standards and/or the VIHA 4321 mandated filtration system costs? 



The $438,000 needs to be spent in 5 years and Mel has not decided where to allot the 
money yet. He has 5 years to do so. $25,000 has gone toward glass crushing facility on 
Thetis Island. $125,000 has been earmarked for the Community Centre. There is no firm 
plan to add more money at this time. Money has also been apportioned to the tanks at 
stocking Lake some of which came from grant dollars and some surplus funds but this is 
not Canada Builds money. There are no other plans for water monies and no gas tax 
grants.  

4. Can you confirm or refute the allegation that, from 22 August, 2014 to 1 
December, 2015, ILM (Inquiring Little Minds) did not pay rent at the Saltair 
Community Centre site? a. If you can confirm ILM did not pay rent during the 
aforementioned period, will you explain why? 

Historically the ILM paid $750 per month to the previous owner. However nothing was 
paid for the dates in question. It took one year to set up the Community Centre Society. 
The CVRD has not signed a lease with the owner of ILM. Pemberton Realty, nominally in 
charge of managing the Centre, did not sign a lease with ILM. There is no service 
agreement for the building which is required for all CVRD structured. Since December, 
2015, ILM has been paying $1500 per month rent. For the time in question, when no 
rent was paid, the ILM owner paid for utilities and sundry expenses including painting. 
Mel says that receipts are available for these amounts which will be obtained. 

5. Why was the $9000 cost of demolishing the old water board building on 
Chemainus Road allocated to the Saltair Water System budget instead of to the 
cost of maintaining a Tangible Capital Asset? a. If the site of the old water board 
building is considered part of the Saltair Water System, does this mean that the 
revenue from the sale of such site will also be allocated to the Saltair Water 
System budget? b. Is the benefit of maintaining the site of the old water board 
building sufficient? (Ie: Is the site underutilized and has there been a cost/benefit 
analysis? 

The Saltair Water System owns the buildings and the land. Everything in the CVRD is 
compartmentalized with costs apportioned to each area. The CVRD is currently 
completing its inventory and assessments of all buildings and property and does not 
currently have a value on this holding. If the building and land were sold, the dollars 
would go to Saltair Water. Mel feels that this may not gain more than $200,000 as the 
lot is small and therefore may not be worth it.  The property currently stores sand, 
gravel, and a tractor which are used for emergency repairs.   

6. Why was the old water board building demolished and not renovated? a. If, as 
many believe, the Saltair Community Centre proves not to be viable, where will 
the next director hold his meetings? 

The building was discussed at a meeting and the decision reached, due to its condition, 
was to tear it down. 



7. What happened to the pipes and valves formerly stored on the old water board 
building site? 

Parts there cannot be used in new water system and have been removed for recycling. 

8. Workshop at waterworks site- CVRD has said contractor for existing building 
cannot be determined. This building must be completed. Saltair taxes already paid 
for this. Building maintenance fund must complete and maintain. Side door needs 
refinish as well as exterior finished. 

All repairs will be completed. Shelving will store water system parts. (Todd does this) 

9. Water main upgrades - what is being done this year? Finish from last year and 
what else? 

Lagoon Bridge is complete including repaving.  Chemoy and Dogwood complete in 2016. 

10. Regional recreation – what can Mel do? Maybe articles in “Take 5” to ensure 
Saltair residents are aware of possible outcomes when regional AAP is done. 

Mel is now the chair for Regional Recreation. He believes in retaining regional control of 
recreation. Budgeting should be local but recognizing user pay by percentage. Saltair 
pays $48,000 for Frank Jamieson. As a comparison, Mary Marcotte pays $78,000 partly 
explained by giving industrial land in Saltair to Ladysmith. Saltair wants to stay 
independent to support and finance things that we use. Residents voted down Duncan 
Sportsplex but government willing to keep returning to ask for more money. Residents 
are not willing to pay for Duncan Pool. Need to list that which is unique to Saltair and 
not pay to repeat these features elsewhere. 

11. What is the CVRD doing re: review of Community Centre building and possible 
upgrades? 

This is currently underway. The gym is closed due to ceiling tile issues. Air in the building 
is good with the exception of the gym. Boiler room is off limits due to asbestos 
insulation around the pipes. The $450,000 estimate to repair the roof and replace the 
furnace is a budget estimate only. No appraisal has been undertaken for these costs. 

12. When is Chemainus Road to be repaved?  It is completed. 
13. When will the OCP be updated? 

This was last done in 2005 and is not on any current schedule. Other areas are in the 
works. A new OCP is not required as the current one may be amended. The CVRD is now 
looking into secondary suites for Saltair. Saltair population unchanged in 20 years. 

Meeting with Mel adjourned: 8:45 

 


