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SALTAIR DISTRICT   RATEPAYERS’ ASSOCIATION 

                                         ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MINUTES 

 

APRIL 29, 2016 

 

                               SALTAIR COMMUNITY CENTRE (former Mt. Brenton School)    

 

1. President John Silins called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm 

 

2. John discussed insurance and rent for the centre. We bought our own insurance. 

We are waiting for an arrangement between the Society and the CVRD to be 

formalized regarding the building. As there is no one to pay rent to presently, we 

are dividing that rent monies that we would have paid  and made donations to the 

two food banks serving Saltair 

3. Motion to adopt agenda as presented… 
Moved Jane Walton Seconded Grace Predy. All in favour. 

Member Lynne Smith requested that the agenda be amended to include a 

talk on Saltair water. John informed her that that was outside the business 

meeting and was a topic to be addressed in the town hall portion.. 

4. Motion to adopt Minutes of the 2015 AGM as published… 
RMS Diana McTavish/ Jim Whitaker: that the Minutes of the 2015 AGM be 

adopted as published.                                                                                    

Carried 

 

5.  Introduction of Board of Directors 
President John Silins introduced each of the nine current Directors by name  

                   and title…           

 

                                  John Silins                                              President 

 Debbie Neil                Membership 

                                  Diana MacTavish     Newsie Editor & Secretary 

                                  Jane Walton                                         Pro temp Treasurer 

            Gloria Fraser    Member-at-large 

            James MacKinnon   Member-at-large 

John noted that Directors Jackie Reick,  Doug Orr and Jim Whitaker have 

resigned. Thanks was extended to Jim for all his work on behalf of the SDRA for 

many years. 

 

 

       6.               Presentation of annual / expenditures summary: 

Motion to accept financial report as received recently for 2015-2016. RMS 

Gerald Porter/Tim Godau  

RMS that the SDRA pay all incurred bills for 2015-2016. Murray Welte  

/Tim Godau. Carried 
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7.  Introduction of guests: John explained that Mary Marcotte, Area H Director 

had agreed to come and talk about regional recreation, but subsequently  

informed us that she had a previous engagement, so our area Director Mel 

Dorey (Area G) would speak on the topic at the town hall meeting. 

 

 

8.            Year In Review: 

 John Silins verbally delivered a detailed account of the SDRA’s involvement 

and progress throughout the past year in the following topics: 

A. Saltair Community Bursaries 

Bursaries are funded by a CVRD grant-in-aid and SDRA contributions. 

This year there was only one recipient from Ladysmith Secondary, 

Angela O'Dell. There were no applications from Chemainus Secondary.. 

 

B. Wreaths were laid November 11 to commemorate Saltair residents 

who died in the wars in Ladysmith? and Chemainus. These were 

personally paid for by John Silins and Debbie Neil. 

 

C. Alternative Approval Process (AAP) 

John Silins spoke about the provincial regulations which are quite 

flexible regarding the execution of the  AAP but the CVRD chooses 

very tight controls and creates barriers to people participating. The 

SDRA Directors wrote a letter with their concerns about the CVRD’s 

implementation of the APP process on behalf of residents of Saltair. 

They received three responses: 

- From Mel Dorey who supported the proposals offered. 

- From M. Clement who acknowledged more info is needed. 

- From Brian Carruthers CVRD. On Jan 2/16 he wrote he was 

aware of many concerns in the community about the AAP 

processes. Staff have been asked to improve the AAP to ensure 

“Best Practices”. 

- Subsequently Brian Carruthers wrote that staff were preparing 

a comprehensive report on improving the AAP which will be 

brought to the Corporate Services Committee in the very near 

future. 

 

                          D. The SDRA undertook a survey of the membership on April 23, 

2016. John appealed to members who had not filled in their survey to 

please do so now. The survey addressed perceptions on 

communications for the Area Director, CVRD and the SDRA Directors. 

It also asked the ways that residents received information from CVRD 

and / or Saltair community information and participate at taxation 

conversations on listed topics. 

 Survey forms, together with self addressed envelopes were sent 43 

member households. To date (April 25) slightly over half respondent 
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households had returned their forms. (See the attached appendix for a 

summary of results.) 

 

 

E. Additionally SDRA Directors as members of the community have had 

involvement with: 

                                           - water committee 

                                           - Saltair Community Centre Society 

                                           -  Saltair roads and trails 

   

- sunnysaltair.ca/Facebook.The website is a community site 

developed and maintained financially jointly by CVRD (grant 

- in - aid and SDRA. There are no financial obligations for 

Facebook..John commended Jackie Reick and Grace Predy 

for the excellent job they had done on these sites. He noted 

they were community sites and people were encouraged to 

contribute to them.  

 

 

9.            SDRA Board Elections for 2016-2017 

                         - prior to this AGM, nominations had been received for the  

   following five candidates: 

Debbie Neil 

 Diana MacTavish 

 Gloria Fraser 

 Jane Walton 

Motion: All were in favour; declared elected by acclamation. 

 

 Past Director Jim Whittaker appealed to the membership to step up and 

volunteer for the Board as there were only 5 directors. Three people 

volunteered: Susan Odell, Dianna Holland and Gord Van Dyke. 

Motion: Gerald Porter moved that elections cease. Seconded by. John Silins. 

 

 

 

10.           Adjournment of Business Meeting; 

                 RMS:Larry Glover/Jackie Reick  that the Business portion of the 2016 AGM 

be adjourned.    Carried at 7:55 pm 

 

     John Silins closed the meeting by stressing that the SDRA was a member 

driven organization and was not a single issue organization. He thanked 

everyone for attending  

 

 

 

 


