
SALTAIR DISTRICT RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION 
Director’s Meeting May 6, 2015 

Old Mount Brenton School 
 

MINUTES 
Present: John Silins, Diana MacTavish, Debbie Neil, Jane Walton (recorder), Sean Jonas, Tim 

Godau(representing Jackie), Charlie Hill 
Regrets: Jim Whittaker 
 
 

1. Reports 
a. Welcome New Members 
 John Silins, President,  called the meeting to order and welcomed new member      
     Charlie Hill. 
 

b. Motion to accept agenda 

 M Diana MacTavish; Seconded Sean Jonas 
     Motion to adopt Minutes of April 1, 2015 

M Diana MacTavish; Seconded Sean Jonas 
 

c.  Finances 
 John read past treasurer Christine Hammersley’s letter with final statement for 
 year ending Feb. 28. This was also read at the AGM. Our new treasurer is Jim 
 Whittaker. Adapted financial statement as read. 
 M Charlie Hill; Seconded Diana MacTavish 
 

 d. Membership 
  Debbie Neil reported there are 34 households and 62 paid up members   
  with 8 more people espressing interest at the AGM.  
  Moved that we accept new members. 
  M. Diana MacTavish  S Sean Jonas 
   

e.  Correspondance 

 Our new secretary will have to formerly file the AGM (fee $25).  
 It was decided that we will pay the bill for the speakers at the AGM regardless of 
 whether they worked. 
 M. Sean Jonas  S Jane Walton 

 
f. Neighbourhood Happenings 

 Tim reported that there was a lot of garbage left from the baseball tournament 
 on the weekend but the CVRD came and cleaned it up Monday. 
 
 Debbie said hwy. contractors were on Gardiner road looking at what needs to be 
 done. She recommends residents keep calling them to get results. 
 

g. Election of Officers 

 The following officers were unanimously approved by the board. 



 President – John Silins  Moved Diana MacTavish  Seconded Jane Walton 
 John spoke briefly, saying he would only serve for one more year. That he 
 believes in working in a collaborative basis for the good of Saltair. He is open to 
 working with everyone and stressed that he believed we need to put together 
 partnerships with various groups, including political and governmental 
 authorities, to advance our goals. 
 Vice-President- Debbie Neil. Nominated by Jim Whittaker. Sean graciously 
 withdrew.  
 Treasurer – Jim Whittaker 
 Secretary – Jane volunteered to be interm secretary. It was decided that Debbie 
 would approach new members James and Doug, to see if either were interested  
 

 2. Business Arising 
 a. sunnysaltair.ca 
  Some discussion was held on what could be put on the website    
  and ideas included:  
     *the Newsie 
    *progress on John Morris’s project 
    *list of issues 
    *list of businesses 
    *info on parks 
    * look at what we have in Saltair 
    *Sean offered to write an article on deferring property   
       taxes 
  John said Google provided info on users of the site. That the Russians   
  were losing interest, but hits from South America have increased! 
 

 b. Progress- Saltair Community  Centre Society 
  There was been a number of meetings with discussion about    
  governance. Do we need a Society or a Commission? Group has put an  
  info letter on the back of the current water bill to inform community of the next  
  steps regarding a needs assessment and to judge interest in a community  
  centre.  Mel will pay postage. 
 
  May 7, 2015 Meeting with CVRD  
  Main agenda items will be: Green garbage and composting, burning by law 
  introduction of new CVRD CAO, Brian Caruthers.  
   
  Diana raised concern that the CVRD has had a poor track record    
  maintaining its building in Saltair (waterworks building) and she    
  thought we ought to be vigilant to ensure that the CVRD would    
  upheld their responsibilities in maintaining the school property such   
  as properly repairing the leaks in the roof. It was felt we need clarity   
  regarding the CVRD’s role. 
 
  The issue of the gas tax refund was also discussed. Is Saltair getting   
  its fair share? It seems the CVRD views other areas as more needy.   
  Diana spoke to how the CVRD had told us if we upped our taxes we’d   



  get a more favourable response to senior government grants; but that hasn’t  
  happened. In fact we had the greatest tax increase but it is other    
  areas, many who had no tax increase, who are getting grant money. It was  
  decided that we need management at the CVRD to be more responsive and  
  answer our questions directly. 

 
 c. Progress- Water Committee  
  The Saltair Water Committee has met several times to draft a document   
  outlining the need for a Saltair Water Commission. The document was tabled at  
  the May 5, 2015 Electoral Services Board meeting.   
 
  John did a watershed tour last week of the capital district     
  and reported that our water treatment is second to none.     
  Saltair is the largest water system in the CVRD which has over 30    
  systems.  
 
  It was agreed that we clearly need to figure out a mechanism to have a strong  
   voice for Saltair in all our dealings with Ladysmith, the CVRD,    
  the Municipality of North Cowichan and regionally.  
 

 d. Lessons Learned 
  Some discussion was held on the AGM and the question was raised   
  whether we want the CVRD to take responsibility for the beach    
  access at 11255 Chemainus Road. It was felt that the beach access in   
  question is the developer’s or strata group’s responsibility and that   
  there is no need for an access in that location for Saltair residents as   
  there is a close access in Ladysmith. Additionally, it was felt that    
  it was not in Saltair residents interest to be financially responsible for   
  an access that was so obviously poorly constructed. 

 

e. Motion – Increasing Number of Directors’ Position. Unanimously approved. 

 

f. Resolution- approved 
  WHEREAS  Christine Hammersley has served the residents of Saltair as a  

  member of Saltair District Ratepayers Association, and 

  WHEREAS  Christine has supported the activities of Saltair District Ratepayers 

  Association as Secretary and managed the development operation of  

  sunnysaltair.ca 

  WHEREAS  Christine's work has resulted in making Saltair a better   

  community, 

  BE IT RESOLVED that the Directors of the Saltair District Ratepayers  

  Association  express their appreciation and thanks to Christine by presenting 

  her with this Certificate of Recognition. 



 3. New Business 
 a. AGM to do list 

  John asked all director to go over the AGM Community Wish lsit (see attached)  
 and be prepared to discuss these items at our next meeting in order to create a 
 “to do list”. The selection criteria for selection should be what is important and 
 what is feasible for us to do or influence. 
 

B.  Meeting adjournment: 
Motion to adjourn: Moved Diana MacTavish  
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.  

   ___________________________________________ 

Wish list from AGM follows:  
 

 earthquake or other emergency preparedness for Saltair 

 grants 

 fun activities 

 food security, community garden 

 transportation regional bus link-up, hand-dart 

 sidewalks or wider multi-purpose lane for biking and or walking (requested by several 
people) 

 safer corner at Olsen Road by Princess Diana Park (requested by several people) 

 street lights at Olsen and Old Chemainus Hwy., School Road and Old Chemainus Hwy. and 
Old Victoria(north end)and Chemainus Hwy. 

 clean up Oyster Way Rd.  

 ditches cleaned out 

 clean away vegetation from road corners for better view when turning 

 foot trail around marsh at Price Diana park 

 why is Saltair Oceanfront Estates exceeding the septic system that they were granted 
permission to install 

 clean up beaches(tires etc.) 

 continue Trans Canada Trail Along the Railway right of way 

 finish Trans Canada Trail along Chemainus Rd. from Cook St. to Old Plantation. 

 list of work required on the old school building and list of costs, furnaces for the Saltair 
Centre 

 beach access at 11255 Chemainus Rd., CVRD not to sign off Saltair taxpayers do not want 
to pay to maintain this beach access 

 John Morris’s development why is it not being paved all the way 

 Completion of the Clifcoe connector & Mountain View connector to Park entrance. 

 


