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You are receiving this special from the SDRA since one of our objectives in to monitor and inform you 

on issues that affect your taxes. You may not agree with this point of view in which case you need do 

nothing. If you do agree, then you need an envelope and a stamp. But please read it. 

 

From reading previous Newsies you will know that the CVRD has provided grants-in-aid to several 

societies within the Cowichan Valley. One of these was the Sportsplex on Chesterfield St in Duncan. 

That's the one that we defeated in the referendum held last November.  

 

Arts & Cultural Societies in several areas have also received these grants in the past and would now 

like to make them a line on your taxes so the CVRD has issued an alternative Approval Process (AAP) 

to obtain approval for this bylaw. Once a line is added to your taxes, the amount can, and often is, 

increased and the only notification can be found on the CVRD website, but you have to look for it. 

 

The AAP is a negative voting process. Unless than 10% of the electors obtain, sign and return the form 

to the CVRD by November 18, they will assume they have the approval to add another line to your 

taxes permanently.  

 

The downside is rather than run this AAP over each area individually like the referendum was, it is 

being tallied CVRD wide. That means 10% of the entire electorate of the CVRD will have to get, sign 

and send in or deliver the form to the CVRD. 

 

The grants previously obtained were $50,000. The bylaw is asking for up to $130,000.  Nothing has 

been offered to Saltair. 

 

To the best of my knowledge, a CVRD wide AAP has never failed before. It is very easy to miss legal 

notices that are published in newspapers, and it is assumed that you pick up a newspaper with your 

mail so you will have been notified of the AAP. Unless each CVRD Director holds a public meeting to 

highlight the issue, the public won't even know what's going on. 

 

The AAP process was intended to be used when the electorate had a chance to learn about the issues 

and there was overwhelming community support. Money can be saved by not having a referendum. 

 

If the CVRD Directors assume in future that we all support the Cowichan Aquatic Centre will they take 

this same approach? 

 

Mel Dorey, our Area Director voted no on the Arts issue along with 2 other Directors. In an email to 

SDRA he gave his reasons which I quote below. 

 

“I , as most people, love arts and culture. But I voted against this for several 

reasons. 

1. All areas will have to pay part of the Arts and Culture manager's salary which 

currently being paid for by Islands Saving Centre. 

2. Areas are going to be getting money that they didn't even ask for. Areas like Lake 

Cowichan, Ladysmith and Mill Bay. 



3. The lobby at the meeting was very strong from the powerful arts and culture 

community. Directors would have to vote against the wishes of individuals that 

helped them get elected. A lot of pressure. 

4. We were previously giving this organization $50,000 as a grant-in-aid. So they 

upped it to $130,000 as a line item to buy the support of all these other areas that 

were not benefiting under the old program. I think the vote was 12- 3. I was one the 

three. 

5. This is misuse of the AAP 

6. It is building an empire. 

7. I think arts and culture programs should pay for themselves or go to referendum 

for taxation. 

8. They should operate as a non profit. 

This is my opinion, Mel” 

 
In addition to the above, Mary Marcotte, Director of Area H, North Oyster/Diamond also voted NO at 

the CVRD. Mel's note said he thought it was a misuse of the AAP. Mary called it an abuse of the AAP.  

 

We have a new society in Saltair that will be operating the Community Centre. It is NOT receiving a 

grant-in-aid from the CVRD and will not be paid for by the entire CVRD. Our society will have to raise 

money like other societies do – have fund raisers. 

 

Although we have no real chance of defeating the current AAP and the resulting taxes, we need to show 

we will use our voice and protest. 

 

If you agree the necessary form is attached. Mail or deliver to the CVRD BEFORE Nov 18. 

You cannot fax – or email – it must be an original. And you can not add, mark or write on the front 

or back or else the form will not be counted. 


