
 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 

 
               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association    September  2015 

                      

Dear SDRA Member, 

This issue covers a couple of meetings and  issues of concern. 

   

 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 

. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 50 households with 92 members     

 

John Silins- President  246-4910                        Our mailing address is: 

Debbie Neil- Vice Pres 924-4003 

To be named- Treasurer 246-4910                                 Saltair District Ratepayers Association 

To be named  – Secretary- 246-4910                 3729 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              

 Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 

 

Coming in November 

 

 Saltair Community Centre Grand Opening 

 

Date to be Announced 

 

Come out to our first community party since the Centennial. Entertainment, food, tours.  

 

The Saltair Community Centre Society would like to hear from anyone interested in volunteering 

with the society. The first general meeting to elect directors and set an agenda for future activity 

will be held shortly after the Grand Opening. See Mel if you are interested volunteering. 

 
So that's the NEWS. Sometimes I think the Newsie is just the same things all over again. That said, there are some 

new developments on the OLD news front. 
 
1.Water. Because of its importance to us it is ongoing. If you wonder for how long, below I have copied an article 

from the Ladysmith Chronicle from 1985. It is courtesy of the Ladysmith Historical Society via Nadine Read. 
 
August 1985 

A threat by the Saltair Waterworks District to shut off the tap to sprinkling regulations offenders has several Davis 

Road area users of Saltair steaming. A notice issued recently with the bills stated people sprinkling out of turn could 

be fined, and warns that their water could be shut off at the main. The lack of rain fall and the severity of the dry 

weather necessitated the action, and sprinkling patrols have been increased to spot sprinkling infractions. Kay 



Grouhel of Walker Road questions the legality of turning off water to users' homes and says residents have been 

continually told water is not in short supply. 
 
To appreciate the irony of this, remember that in 1985, the entire area south of Davis Rd was part of Saltair. Kay 

Grouhel was Mayor of Ladysmith. Saltair controlled its own water. 
 
Since then, Ladysmith acquired the land south of Davis and the CVRD took over control of the Saltair water and the 

Saltair Waterworks District disappeared. 
 
1. Water Committee 

For the past few years, we have had a Water Committee made up of primarily SDRA members, who have met 

regularly. One issue centered on the fact that Ladysmith had for years over used their license on Stocking Creek – 

our only source of water, while Ladysmith has Holland and Banon. Ladysmith is no longer over using. 

   

The Saltair Water Group presented a case for the establishment of a Saltair Water Advisory Commission at the May 

28, 2015, meeting of the Electoral Area Services Committee. The Committee adopted a motion that the “Proposed 

Saltair Advisory Planning Commission be referred back to staff to engage the community for clarification and 

further discussion and report back to the EASC”. 
 
And further to water, Vancouver Island Health Authority has issued a directive that requires water systems not 

having fully secured watersheds to install a filtration system. Few CVRD, indeed few Island water systems have 

fully secured water sheds. Stocking Lake water shed is not secured and our water will need to be filtered.  
 
2. Arts Funding and Alternate Approval Process  AAP (Negative voting) 

I understand the AAP to create permanent taxpayer funding is scheduled to go ahead this fall. Watch your 

newspapers for the legal notices from the CVRD. It will likely NOT be by area but rather CVRD wide. 

I covered this issue in the last Newsie.  
 
3. Water Upgrades 

If you have been over lagoon bridge this summer, you will know where our water upgrades are happening. The 

Work along Chemainus Road, east side of the bridge, was delayed due to an excavated midden. Apparently the delay 

is expected to be a short one.  The completion of this section of water line replacement means that another part of 

our old system is safer and costs of blowouts reduced.  

 

Speaking of blowouts, there was another one on Chemainus Road last week, just north of the Old Victoria Road 

intersection. The break occurred just about supper time. Emergency services arrived shortly after the break and since 

there was no danger to life, left. Meanwhile neighbours were digging trenches to divert the water to a roadside ditch. 

Also, a local contractor (Stalker) dumped sand to divert water flowing towards the residence. About an hour after the 

break CVRD crew turned off the water at the main and repaired the break. Water was back on again at about 11 pm. 

 

The sequence of events and timing begs the question that since emergency services arrived on the scene well before 

CVRD repair crew, why could they not turn the water off at the main? Surely, stopping the flow of water as soon as 

possible reduces property damage. 

 

 



4. Parks 

Been down to Diana,  Princess of Wales Park lately? That dangerous corner is showing improvement. It does need to 

be wide enough for safe walking and 2 cars passing.  

The problem with water creating a bog and killing trees in that park has been resolved. The area is drying up.  

 

5. Mel has initiated discussions with MOT about the safety of Chemainus Road for walkers and cyclists as well as 

other cycling paths in Saltair. SDRA has also been in conversation with MOT about safety concerns of Chemainus 

road and other Saltair roads. Together with Mel, a number of us met a MOT representative, in Saltair and viewed  

some of the problem areas. Mel will be having further meeting with MOT and has asked us to partner with him 

making representation. 

 

6. Saltair Pioneers and history 

Ed Nickelson, a Saltair resident, and Chair of the Ladysmith and District Historical Society, has approached Mel and 

John about the possibility of forming a Saltair historical society, with an immediate aim of preserving the material 

collected for display at our Centennial celebrations. He wants to continue the collection of historical material and 

develop a means where the material may be accessed by interested parties. 

 

A number of residents have expressed an interest in participating. If you want to join this important and interesting 

endeavor,  Contact Ed at kaixin@mac.com.  

  

7. Volunteers needed everywhere! 

Although the SDRA started out in April with a full board, three members have resigned for personal reasons, so we 

need new board members. 

The Saltair Community Centre Society is looking for new board members as well. 

Only one person is now handling the website, another person there would be helpful. 

We need stories for both the Newsie and the website. We have several ideas, but need people to help create them on 

paper. Volunteering is fun (most of the time) and you meet great people who care about our community. 

mailto:kaixin@mac.com

