
 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 

 
               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association    November 2017 

                      

Dear SDRA Member, 

This Newsie covers the usual November warning and some other stuff. 

   

 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 

. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 49 households with 79 members     

 

Debbie Neil- President- 924-400                                   Our mailing address is: 

Gloria Fraser - Vice Pres- 245-9336 

Jane Walton- Treasurer-246-4687                  Saltair District Ratepayers Association 

Susan Odell  – Secretary-  324-3200                     3735 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              

         Diana Holland – Membership- 924-0904 

         Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 

 SORRY 
 
My apologies to every single volunteer out there. After numerous editing and proofing, we missed a huge 
mistake. We headed the what we do as what the SDRA Board does. OOPS! The word Board does not 
belong there. In our wildest dreams, the board members could not possibly do all on that list. The Board 
initiates things, and sometimes does them, but many times it's a team of volunteers who makes it all 
happen. 
There are a core of volunteers in Saltair, many of them members of the SDRA, that do outstanding work, 
and there are some that tackle projects that they feel strongly about.  
A perfect example is those who sat by the roadside and counted walkers, bikers, and cars for many days 
to gather proof that the Trans Canada trail through Saltair must be completed soon for safety reasons.  
 
There are 2 people who keep the community website current and interesting, putting in many hours. 
Jackie has set up a private Facebook page to compliment the website – it allows for immediate 
responses instead of waiting until members log on to the web. She has ensured that it remains positive.  
 
So volunteers make Saltair better. If any of you have the time, we would love more people who can help 
with projects. Sometimes it's as easy as phone calls and follow-ups. (And sometimes not). 
 
November numbers- your reminder every year. 
Snow – when it snows, the major routes must be cleared first and this will continue until it stops. But when 
it stops, then they hit the secondary roads. But if several days go by and you are still snowed in, then you 

need to call the contractor – Emcon – 250-722-9494 

If that gets no results then call Highways – 520-715-6262 

Last year they missed several garbage pick-ups – No communication between CVRD and Emcon. Should 
be this year. And if you live on a hill it is even more important to monitor to ensure fire and ambulance 
have access.  



Meetings – 2 coming up in November – CVRD sponsored. I will copy them below as they were printed in 
the newspapers. The are in blue.  
 
Regional Recreation Planning Focus Groups 
The Cowichan Valley Regional District (CVRD) is conducting a recreation planning project to better 
understand the current state of services and provide information that can be used to inform future 
decisions on facilities, programs, and regional partnerships. 
A resident survey has been mailed to householdsin the Cowichan region and perspectives can also be 
shared online through PlaceSpeak (www.placespeak.com/CowichanRegionRcPlan). 
 
Four focus group sessions are also being held in November on the following dates: 
 
Monday, November 6, 6:30-8:30 @ kerry Park Recreation Centre 
Tuesday, November 7, 6:30-8:30 @Isalnd Savings Centre 
Wednesday, November 8, 6:30-8:30 @ Frank Jameson Community Centre 
Thursday, November 9, 6:30-8:30 @ Lake Cowichan Lower Centennial Hall 
 
These focus group sessions will provide residents with the opportunity to participate in a facilitated 
discussion on topics related to the current state of recreation in the region and future opportunities for 
enhancement. All residents are invited to attend and there is no need to RSVP. 
 
Budget Open Houses 
Cowichan Valley Regional District elected officials will be visiting communities holding budget open 
houses throughout the region. These open houses will include a presentation of services provided by the 
regional District, an overview of the proposed 2018 budget as well as some of the key rate increases and 
associated projects. 
 
7 p.m. Tuesday, November 7. Somenos Room, Island Savings Centre 
 
7 p.m. Tuesday, November 14. Eagles Hall, Ladysmith 
 
All members of the community are welcome to attend these open houses. 
 
The budget open houses are obviously not just about Saltair, but will certainly contain information that will 
impact our taxes next year.  
So if you have the time, it might be worthwhile to attend them. At least a good showing will indicate people 
care what CVRD does. I have underlined the 2 in Ladysmith. 
 
And by the time you read this our community will owe another huge thanks to those people who organize 
and make the Saltair Halloween celebration happen every year. It is sponsored by our Parks Commission, 
but takes the helping hands of many to be so successful year after year. Hot dogs. Costume prizes. 
Fireworks. Bonfire. Fun! One of the many things that makes Saltair great. 
 

 
 

http://www.placespeak.com/CowichanRegionRcPlan

