
 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 

 
               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association    October 2017 

                      

Dear SDRA Member, 

This Newsie covers lots of different things, so continue reading. 

   

 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 

. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 49 households with 79 members     

 

Debbie Neil- President- 924-400                                   Our mailing address is: 

Gloria Fraser - Vice Pres- 245-9336 

Jane Walton- Treasurer-246-4687                  Saltair District Ratepayers Association 

Susan Odell  – Secretary-  324-3200                     3735 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              

         Diana Holland – Membership- 924-0904 

         Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 

What have you done lately? 

 

Have you ever wondered what the SDRA Board does? We meet once a month and have subcommittees 
that meet more often. Here’s a list of our recent accomplishments: 
 

 Organized the Canada 150 celebration for the Saltair quilt unveiling. 

 Every year provide two bursaries of $100 each, one to a graduating student from Saltair attending 

Chemainus Secondary and the other to a student attending Ladysmith. 

 Lobbying for maintenance of the Water Board property. 

 Met with Highways maintenance to have intersections made safer by increasing visibility at 

Chemainus road and Olsen Rd, Oyster and Olsen, and Old Victoria Rd. and Chemainus Rd. 

 Met with Highways and lobbied successfully to have Olsen Rd. down to Oyster widened, 

straightened, cleared and paved. We also were responsible for having a cross walk installed in 

front of Byron’s store. 

 Effected more timely snow removal and garbage pickup after snowfalls.  

 Were successful in lobbying the CVRD to complete repairs for the stairs between the bottom of 

Clifco and the end of Nebel. 

 Lobbied for completion of the Canada Trail through Saltair. This has been approved and is planned 

to be completed in 2018. 



 Two members of the Board provided wreathes for the Chemainus and Ladysmith Cenotaphs to 

represent the soldiers from our community of Saltair. 

 Publish a regular newsletter, “The Newsie”, for society members which keeps residents informed 

on issues within our community. 

 Facilitated the set up of the Sunny Saltair website/Facebook and paid for the banner to promote it. 

The banner hangs at the Community Centre. The website and Facebook page has 372 members 

and it growing weekly! Getting information about Saltair to more people. 

 Promote Saltair by paying for our community’s inclusion in “Take Five Tourism” magazine. 

 Provides a Communitiy Service Award – the Award for residents who have provided outstanding 

volunteer services to Saltair. 

 Built, installed and maintained a community notice board by the Dayliner Café in southern Saltair. 

 Brought to light that the CVRD had not collected rent from the Daycare in the community centre for 

two years at a loss of $18,000.00. Reason: staff error.  

 Attach a Town Hall Meeting to our AGM to maintain communications on important issues. 

 Brought to light the fact that the CVRD had made an error for the ten past years when they took 

Saltair’s water funds and used that money elsewhere (this is not allowed according to provincial 

legislation). The CVRD is repaying Saltair’s water system but will do so in installments without 

interest over the next 10 years.  

 Active in helping organize crime awareness. 

 Demanded and were effective in having the gas tax grant distributed according to population, so 

that Saltair could receive its fair share . In previous years, the gas tax went to whoever had the 

CVRD’s ear.  The SDRA told the CVRD that if the grant was not distributed by population we would 

contact our MP and go to the papers to get action. 

 Interviewed for the papers and wrote letters to all Directors in the CVRD raising concerns about a 

regional Alternative Approval Process (AAP) being used to pass bylaws in the CVRD. Our concern 

is that an AAP is too difficult to participate in and if held across the whole region (as opposed to by 

area) would result in smaller populated areas losing their voice. 

 Sent a letter to the CVRD staff and Directors requesting that since the Saltair Community Centre 

has been approved for use, any future CVRD sponsored meetings regarding Saltair be held in 

that Centre.  

 



Specifically, the SDRA board keeps informed on the developments around Regional Recreation. 

Currently, there is a CVRD committee investigating a CVRD wide funding base for Regional 

Recreation which could mean our area G paying taxes for recreation in Duncan such as the 

Cowichan Aquatic Centre and Chesterfield Fields(Sportsplex). If an AAP was held across the 

whole CVRD, then we would be outvoted by the larger populated areas already being taxed for 

those facilities. 

So now you know the things that keep us busy. If you, or anyone you know would like to help, contact any 
of the Directors listed on the top. Volunteers are always welcome as are suggestions for future projects.  
 
Now on to OTHER STUFF 

1. Bears. They are on the hunt for food now. There have been sightings. Please be sure your garbage is 

secure and any fruit left is picked up. A bear that was habituated to food left out had to be shot in 

Ladysmith. We are proud of our rural area so let's make sure our wild neighbours are safe too. There was 

also a cougar around this summer. 

2. Regional Recreation. The committee of CVRD Directors have now been discussing this in separate 

meetings since early 2016. There will likely be something around it in the 2018 fall elections. It may be 

done as AAP (negative voting) or referendum. Regardless of how it is done, if it is area wide we will lose 

and end up paying more because Duncan and North Cowichan, who want everyone to pay, can out-vote 

us. There will be more on this, but be assured we have not forgotten. None of the previous possible plans 

included the status quo- all had Saltair paying substantially more. No new plans have been released and 

may not be until 2018 pre election. 

3. Community Centre. You may have noticed more vehicles in front many days. You may not have 

noticed a lot more vehicles parked out back. That's because there are a lot more people using the 

Community Centre these days. The current occupants list follows. 

The Chemainus Art Group 

The Chemainus Sketch Group was formed 48 years ago.  Recently we changed our name to Chemainus 
Art Group to be more inclusive .  
We have 60 members and welcome new members. Since moving into the Saltair Community Centre we are able to 

use the space every day during the week when the day care is open and we are planning to hold Drawing Classes on 

Saturdays.  I have included a poster with the information on that.  This is open to the public. The instructor is a 

professional artist so we are excited about this class. 

Membership is $70 per year.  This includes monthly demos by artists we hire to teach and often bring them back for 

a two -day workshop.  Members can work along or just watch the demos. 

We hold demos and workshops in all media: acrylic, watercolours, pastel and mixed media. Coffee and goodies are 

at each meetup.   

Longer term plans is that we may hold classes in the evenings for people who work during the day and we are 

hoping to hold an Open House at some point where we welcome visitors.   

At this point we are still getting settled and we want to decorate the room with art.  



Meetings with an instructor are held the second Wednesday of each month starting at 9:30 am.  Other Wednesdays 

called "ART SPACE" is a get-together of artists to paint and socialize. Other days the room to open to all members 

who want to use the room as studio space. Email contacts spainpepper@gmail.com OR happypair@shaw.ca 

There will be an attachment to your email – a poster by the Chemainus Art Group about Learn to Draw classes. 

Thank you to Betty Peebles for writing about the group. 
 
Saltair Quilters 

This is the group that made the fantastic sesquicentennial quilt illustrating points of interest in Saltair. 
Although officially called quilters, they include all kinds of crafts. Several of the members bring knitting and 
other stitchery. All visitors are welcome and the first visit is free. After that, there is a $3 drop in fee 
because they pay rent. 
They meet every Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. so bring a bag lunch. Coffee and tea are available. 
Rumour has it that some people call it “Yap and Yarn” but is a welcoming group. You can drop in anytime 
during their hours – some members will be there the entire time. 
Thanks to Christa Stegemann for the information. 
 
REM Massage 
This is a registered massage therapist operating from the office and secondary room at the front door. 
 
ILM Daycare 
This is the same daycare service that was operating in the Centre since it was purchased. They occupy 
the front wing. 
 
Anyone Else? 
In the back wing there are 3 bright, heated rooms available for rent hourly. One of the rooms has a cove 
wall, or sweep wall used in photography. These rooms are available for rent - $15 for the first 2 hours and 
then $7.50 an hour after that. Bill Cleary is the rental contact and can be reached by email at 
bcleary@shaw.ca  
 
 
4. Crime Prevention 
There have been burglaries between Chemainus and Duncan lately, so remember to lock up and watch 
out for your neighbourhood. Looking out for neighbours resulted in the arrest of two individuals who had 
broken into one home, tried another and who were caught because someone else called the RCMP to 
report suspicious behavior. Yeah Saltair! 
 
5. Saltair Community Society 
The society Directors have advised the society now has close to 100 members. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

And finally, thank you to the Jane Walton and the other SDRA board members that contributed to the 
what we do list. 

mailto:spainpepper@gmail.com
mailto:bcleary@shaw.ca

