
 

The NEWSIE   “Building consensus is a challenge for communities. We can; we will.” 

 
               A publication of the Saltair District Ratepayers Association    December 2017 

                      

Dear SDRA Member, 

This Newsie covers CVRD meetings and news about the Community Centre and events there. 

   

 We welcome Letters to the Editors and telephone calls on issues and ideas! 

. 
Contacts for SDRA                                 Membership: 49 households with 79 members     

 

Debbie Neil- President- 924-400                                   Our mailing address is: 

Gloria Fraser - Vice Pres- 245-9336 

Jane Walton- Treasurer-246-4687                  Saltair District Ratepayers Association 

Susan Odell  – Secretary-  324-3200                     3735 Gardner Rd.    Ladysmith, B.C.                                                                              

         Diana Holland – Membership- 924-0904 

         Diana MacTavish – Newsie - 245-3502                             V9G  2A3  

 

 CVRD Meetings 

 

1. November 6 – Regional Recreation Planning Focus Group. 
 

A couple of SDRA directors attended as well as a couple of our members. We outnumbered Ladysmith 
residents if you discount paid staff there. The consulting firm said it was a good turnout!  
They did their presentation, then asked what our favourite activities were. Then they said that most areas 
seemed to favour trails and outdoor activities. All attending favoured the completion of a trail connecting 
all communities as the most important component of the regional recreation plan. And that pretty much 
summarizes the meeting. We ate cookies and went home. 
Was going to the meeting worth it? Yes, because it told them Saltair is watching. 
 

2. November 14 – Budget open House. 
 

We and several other Saltair residents attended. Saltair formed the largest percent of the audience. They 
actually said when they held the budget meeting in the Island Savings Centre, only 4 people showed up! 
The CVRD did their presentation about the basic budget items, explaining who pays for what services. 
There was nothing new. There will be increases because the cost of everything is going up, including 
operating costs for the CVRD. At one point someone suggested that we discuss Saltair issues because 
most were Saltair taxpayers. One person asked about getting some of the $ back to our water fund 
SOONER than over 10 years. (Over 10 years ago, an error occurred in reporting work schedules and 
work done in other areas was paid out of our water fund).  The answer was that in reality, a reporting error 
was made and it was corrected.  We got a bonus in that the CVRD did go back through records to repay 
the Saltair Water system. 
There was no discussion about the “wish list” headed by the $400,000 washroom upgrade at Island 
Savings Centre. No decisions have been made. 
Was going to the meeting worth it? Yes, because it told them Saltair is watching. 



 

Saltair Community Centre 

There was a CVRD Board meeting November 29, 2017. (Agenda Item: 11, SR1, Replacement of the 
Saltair Community Centre Roof System). 
The estimated expenditureSaltair Community Centre was one of the items discussed. 
The public was offered the opportunity to speak to the Directors. Some spoke in favour of the estimated 
expenditure for roof repairs for the Centre, some against.  Those speaking in support of the expenditure 
also emphasized the community benefits that arise from residents having access to a community facility. 
Those speaking against the expenditure emphasized the need for a referendum whether tax $ should be 
spent to repair the building. One Director, Aaron Stone, spoke eloquently regarding the benefits of a 
community centre. Incidentally, one of the speakers, speaking against the expenditure was asked to leave 
the podium before finishing his statement. The CVRD had already been sent both emails and calls 
regarding the Centre. The CVRD Directors voted to allocate $300,000 for repairs to the problem roof, 
another new furnace for the front part and to getthe gym re-opened. In an email, Mel explained the source 
of funds. See the following.  
 

“The Centre has such a value to many people and who could argue about the cost.  
There will be zero increase to the taxes because of the upgrades.  We will use 
$130,000 of gas tax, $31,000 of reserve money and borrow $137,000 over 5 years.  
Currently we are paying $8.80/ $100,000 for the building and will pay the same 
moving forward with the renovations.  No increase.  This gives us a clear path for 5 
years of financial security.  What a relief to the Daycare, the 60 kids & families and 
the 9 daycare workers.  The Society can use their money, income and donations to 
make small improvements as they see fit. 
It has been a rocky road but we got there. What a happy ending.  It wouldn’t have 
been possible without Bill, Jackie and the Society board doing such a great job in 
making the Centre a success.  Thanks, Mel” 
 
 
 
Hopefully this will reassure those who feared a 3 million dollar tax bill.  
The daycare will continue in operation.  
The massage therapist is busy. 
The Chemainus Art group will continue to rent their room. 
Our Parks Commission will continue to meet there.  
The SDRA will continue to meet there. 
The Quilters will continue their weekly meetings.  
There has been a first well attended tai chi gong session. 
There has been a meeting of mothers and children that was very successful. 
December 17 will be the first Christmas event. 
When you next drive by during the day, look at the number of cars, including the back lot. The Centre is 
already a Community Centre. Now the 5 year plan is in place to ensure it continues. 

 



Coming Event 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday December 17. 2-4 p.m. All are welcome for a sing-
along and hot chocolate. Meet your Saltair neighbours and ramp up your holiday 
spirit. Weather permitting it will be held on the covered patio. This has been 
organized by residents – not sponsored by anyone other than people with 
community spirit. Let's all attend and renew an old tradition of singing together. 
 
May you all have a Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year, and may 2018 be the best for Saltair. 

 

 
CAN SALTAIR BE A TEST CASE FOR A PROJECT ISLAND WIDE? 

 
Right now we just want you to think about this. We have discussed emergency planning with the CVRD. 
The concept of emergency planning has changed over the years, be it emergency planning for a quake or 
a large fire or unknown disaster.  
 

The CVRD has designated 4 Centres that are in continuous use and staffed  - Island Savings, Kerry Park, 
Frank Jameson and Cowichan Lake Centre. Although there is a sign on the Seniors Centre in 
Chemainus, it is not staffed with anyone with emergency training procedures, nor outfitted. 
 

The CVRD has designated 3 levels of preparedness. 
1. Personal 
2. Neighbourhood 
3. Community Leaders with specialized training. 
 

The CVRD is looking for communities that will be the test case. We could benefit from taking part. There 
is a group willing to train HAM radio operators for anyone interested, and that could well be our only 
means of communication in an emergency. There would be meetings covering the 3 levels listed above 
including fire safety. Are our homes fire safe? 
 

All of the above are just highlights. To become the test case we need volunteers – not just from the 
existing groups like the SDRA, Community Society, Parks Board, but the community overall. We do have 
volunteers who make Halloween and Easter events happen and Christmas this year for the first time. 
 

Who out there would be interested? 
 

We will sponsor a community meeting in the New Year to gauge the interest. I think this is something 
Saltair could do. Great volunteers created our Centennial in 2010 and 500 people came to the park. We 
petitioned to increase our water taxes to save repair costs and make our area safer– the largest 
population in the CVRD to sucessfully petition.  
 

We have a great community. Can we do this?    


