
www.sunnysaltair.ca 

 

 

New SDRA Board: 

We welcome all the new members who have joined the SDRA this year!  Many thanks for expressing an 
interest and we hope to see you again soon.  And, of course, we welcome back all our friends who have signed 
up again – your ongoing support is VERY much appreciated. 

This year’s Board of Directors will meet soon for the first time to get organized, consider ideas for this year’s 
initiatives and activities in which our members have shown interest.  Next newsletter will outline (and 
hopefully kick off) our first priorities.  Stay tuned for more news after the Board meeting.  If you have ideas 
and suggestions, please reach out! 

2022 Board of Directors: 

Jane Walton – President 

Denay Shelling – Treasurer  

Kerry McIntyre - TBA 

John Silins – Committee Head, Environment 

Sue Miller – Committee Head, Newsletter 

Diana Holland – Committee Head, Membership 

 

 

Dodged a BIG Problem – and Highlighted Vulnerability 

From the Times Colonist:  Short-lived strike is over 
after Seaspan Ferries and the union reach agreement: 

A short-lived strike which threatened to disrupt Seaspan 
Ferries has been called off after the company and 
unionized workers reached a tentative agreement for a 
new contract last Friday. 

The agreement averts disruptions in supplies arriving on 
the Island. About 50 per cent of consumer goods 
coming to VI are delivered by Seaspan through Duke 
Point (Nanaimo) and Swartz Bay (Saanich Peninsula). 

It’s not quite over because the proposed agreement has 
to go to union members for a vote, Seaspan said. 

We’ve all experienced and heard about shortages on our grocery, hardware, and pharmacy outlets’ shelves 
because of supply disruptions.  Some of these are weather related: vast areas burned, or flooded, droughts 
causing producers to rip out fruit or nut trees and plow under crops.  Extreme weather situations are not going 
to go away.  With Covid, right now, many employees are off sick – one pet store warehouse in Nanaimo is not 
shipping anything out except food to its stores for this reason. 

There are so many things we depend on from the mainland – but we might feel the pinch a little less by buying 
locally produced goods (eggs, poultry, produce, etc.), supporting local markets; learning how to waste less of 
the food we buy helps too.    

Considering expanding your gardens? putting a few more veggies in the gardens this summer? See the post for 
Saltair’s Seedy Sunday further down in the newsletter 

http://www.sunnysaltair.c/


 

CVRD Considering Speculation Tax 

The skyrocketing valuations on some VI areas’ property have caught the attention of the CVRD Board of 
Directors.  The speculation and vacancy tax is a tax paid by some owners of residential properties in a number 
of areas of the province, including the City of Nanaimo and the Capital Regional District that border the CVRD, 
which is designed to discourage housing speculation and people from leaving homes vacant.  The argument is 
that outside money is investing in rural areas, ratcheting prices up.  Some areas have seen a 40-65% increase 
in this year’s assessments. Currently, the speculation tax is restricted to urban areas.   

This has a way to go through all the red tape, but it may have legs. Stay tuned…… 

 

 

Climate Stuff: 

1. FYI – CVRD Recycling Centres accepting glass & foam again 

Rinsed and separated glass and foam packaging is again welcome at your nearest Recycling Centre; 
please do not put these materials in your curbside tote 

2. What is the CVRD doing to organize an “Earth Day” this year?!? 

Apparently, last year they touted a “Clean Where You Are” effort – encouraging people to pick up 
garbage on their local streets, in parks, etc.  Not exactly a great impact on climate mitigation. Wonder 
if they’re doing anything more impactful this year…..and not just changing light bulbs….  

Maybe Saltair should do something special this year?  Any ideas?  E.g. Plant trees, community garden, 
funding drive for solar lights in the park or the Community Centre? You know – something constructive 
as well as informative.  If you have suggestions, send them in – we’re listening. 

3. A new PBS Production: “Earth Emergency” 

A good review and conversation starter: https://www.pbs.org/show/earth-emergency/  

4. Nature of Things – Curb Your Carbon (https://www.cbc.ca/natureofthings/episodes/curb-your-carbon) 

This was interesting and funny and thought-provoking.  And full of some seriously outside-the-box 
ideas.  Who says ordinary people can’t be innovative.  Click on the banner to watch online. 

5. Dropping Trees – Reforestation Innovation (Weather Network – Climate Experience) 
OK, CVRD, are you listening?? 

Increasing tree biomass is one way of fighting the amount of carbon dioxide flooding our airspace.  A 
hurdle is the amount of time and physical labour required to plant enough trees that will make a 
substantial difference, but an Australian-based biotech company has one solution.  AirSeed 
Technologies has designed drones that drop seeds as they are flying. Their patented Seed Pod 
biotechnology encases the seeds so they are protected during their early stages of growth and this pod 
also contains nutrients that are beneficial to the soil. 

“The Seed Pod is basically this nutrient-rich, very specific energy pack of goodness. So it helps protect 
them from predators and stores the seed until the environment is right for germination,” says Andrew 
Walker, AirSeed CEO.  The company says that their planting method is 25 times faster and 80 per cent 
more cost-effective than traditional methods. The drones can also plant seeds in environments that 
are too dangerous for humans to venture into, such as steep, rocky hillsides. 

One AirSeed drone can plant 40,000 Seed Pods per day and the company aims to plant over 100 
million trees annually by 2024. The company is currently operating in Australia and South Africa and 
has also planted trees in a number of Central West African countries.  https://youtu.be/UsvrkVU0Qpw   

 

https://www.pbs.org/show/earth-emergency/
https://www.cbc.ca/natureofthings/episodes/curb-your-carbon
https://youtu.be/UsvrkVU0Qpw


 

CVRD Board of Directors: New leadership & Committee Structure  

Last month, the CVRD announced they had elected Lori Iannidinardo as the new Chair and Sierra Acton as Vice 
Chair of the CVRD Board and at the same time, a reorganization of specific standing committees. 

“A significant procedural change has also been adopted in the elimination of topic-specific standing 
committees, including the Community Services Committee, Regional Services Committee, and Corporate 
Services Committee. Instead, two Committee of the Whole (COTW) meetings occur each month, and will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month. This change is anticipated to create greater 
efficiency for CVRD staff and elected officials, as meeting agendas are not restricted to items related to 
specific service areas or groupings.”  https://www.cvrd.ca/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2361  

It would be interesting to hear how this will affect the presentation and consideration of issues pertinent to 
Saltair at the CVRD. 

  

 

Watch Out For Wildlife 

Predictions are that we have at least one more cold snap coming at the beginning of February (hopefully the 
last one, and without any more white stuff).  But spring will arrive eventually and with it, furry invaders 
coming into our neighbourhoods looking for food.   

If you’re out on the trails, keep a careful eye out and make lots of noise – even if you do look funny talking to 
yourself or the dog.  Keep your garbage in the garage or locked to avoid incursions.  Watch small pets in your 
yard.  For more information, great guidance can be found on https://bcparks.ca/education/wildlife_tips.html  

 

 

Saltair Seedy Sunday   

Mark your calendars for March 6, 2022  

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  NOTE: Masks required for all. 

Bring your children or grandchildren and learn more 
about food security, worm farms, recycling, mason 
bees, pollinators and sustainable gardening.  Meet local 
growers!  

Bring your seedlings and seeds to trade, purchase or 
sell.  We are Looking for garden related Vendors 

Vancouver Island Master Gardeners Association 
representatives will be on hand to answer all your 
gardening questions. 

 
Admission: cash donations for the local foodbank 
gratefully received. 

Hosted by the Saltair Community Centre Society 

Contact 250-606-1515 or Versaevel.liamarie@gmail.com to reserve now! 

Watch for games, contests, and door prizes! 
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