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You’re Invited! All Candidates Meeting: Area G Director 

 September 29, Starts at 7 PM  

 Saltair Community Centre, Oyster School Road 
The Agenda:  

a) Welcome and Introductions 
b) Brief Presentation by the Candidates 
c) 3 Prepared questions from the Moderator 
d) Minimum 40 minutes for questions from the floor 

(written in advance, brief, courteous and topic-specific 
please) 

e) Closing remarks 

Be prepared to get out and VOTE on OCTOBER 15 

There will be two advance voting opportunities on October 5th and 11th and General Voting Day is 
Saturday, October 15, 2022. Mail Ballot Voting is also available, details can be found here. 

Are you on the Voter's List for the next General Local Government Election? 
https://cvrd.ca/988/Elections-Referenda  Chief Election Officer Email: Robert Harper 

 

 

See poster (last page) for info on the Saltair Community Centre Fall Market 
 

 

As It Stands, This Bylaw Is Highly Questionable…& it affects ALL of us 
Saltair currently has a bylaw that, in part, has rules for protecting our shoreline: Bylaw 4270 

Draft bylaw 4427 is proposed to amend Bylaw 4270 Schedule C Development Permit Area 7: Landslide Hazard 
and Schedule U Development Permit Area Maps.   There was a study done by Stantec-Palmer and their report 
is available online – it makes specific recommendations but also contains significant qualifications on their 
comments.  Their maps show historical landslides (check out the maps!) along with potential climate impacts. 
There were 2 meetings and written and verbal responses, including video.  If you scroll down a bit, all can be 
found at: https://www.cvrd.ca/3406/Planning---Strategic-Initiatives  

There are 3 important details to remember: 

1. The bylaw appears to imply that, because of isolated landslides, in very specific areas, the CVRD plans 
on making virtually all of upper Saltair a “Landslide Hazard” area.  What does that mean?  
Homeowners in flood plains can’t get flood insurance – can homeowners here get insurance without 
expensive geotech studies on every single property?  If you can’t get insurance, you can’t renew your 
mortgage.  How does that affect the sale of your house?  Is the CVRD going to look after all of that?  

http://www.sunnysaltair.c/
https://www.cvrd.ca/2899/Mail-Ballot-Voting
https://cvrd.ca/988/Elections-Referenda
mailto:RegionalVotingOfficer.CEO@cvrd.bc.ca
https://www.cvrd.ca/3406/Planning---Strategic-Initiatives


2. The Department of Transport repeats dozens of times, in presentations, notes and answers that they 
are responsible for water resulting from run-off from ROADS.  They maintain ditches along rural roads 
to manage runoff from ROADS – NOT from those dozens and dozens of pipes that take water from 
homes’ gutters, perimeter drains and curtain drains, plus just regular seepage that flow into those 
same ditches.  THAT is storm-water management and that is the responsibility of the CVRD. Period.  
Where is their plan for that? What are the mitigation options?  It can’t be handled from a property-to-
property perspective – has to be a big picture solution. 

3. The video mentions a 3rd public consultation process “before adoption” – the latter phrase seems to 
indicate that this is a ‘done deal’ and we have no recourse at all – which is completely unacceptable.  

The CVRD has ignored a huge portion of the report that qualifies much of the data. The report states 
that no legislation changes should be undertaken without further substantiation/research.  Why is the 
CVRD jumping the gun on this?  Why is ALL of a certain section of Saltair suddenly a risk area? 

Where is the “second opinion”?  Where is the storm-water management plan? Where is the MOT/ 
CVRD cooperative action plan? Who pays for all the geotech work when, region wide, it should be the 
CVRD’s responsibility in risk areas?  Why are the other regions under consideration not going through 
this simultaneously?  (i.e. why is this part of Saltair the guinea pig?) 

Please see more on this at the end of the newsletter.  And PLEASE, come to the 2022 Area Directors’ 
candidates meeting to hear more on the subject, share this info with your neighbours, and see the contact list 
at the end of the newsletter to voice your view of this issue. 

 

 

CVRD – what’s up with the “Official Community Plan” 

Wow – info online! 

https://www.planyourcowichan.ca/official-community-plan-for-the-electoral-areas-bylaw-4373-mocp-copie  

The next public meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 10th, 2023, 4 pm – 8 pm at the Saltair Community 
Centre, 3850 South Oyster School Rd.  It’s a long way out, but put it in your calendar – it’s our last kick at the 
cat so to speak. 

In the meantime, it is worth a few minutes to look at the overview, plan, and specifically the workbooks that 
are on the same link shown above.  You’ll be asked to register so you can leave feedback – remember they ask 
for your postal code so they can verify you’re a resident of the area you’re registering for. 

 

 

CVRD – WHAT HAPPENED TO THE WATER TREATMENT 
FACILITY?! 

The plan that was circulated last year absolutely promised, after 
20 years of mucking about, that the CVRD was finally going to 
comply with the Province Health Authority and finish the new 
water treatment plant in Saltair (or pay sizable monthly fines 
from our taxes until they were in compliance). 

So where is it? Has it been certified? Is the CVRD paying massive 
fines because they (again!) fail to keep promises? When is it 
going to be online???  Because until it is, the CVRD does squat 
about replacing our ancient water line infrastructure – which 
they have put on hold for years, while still collecting that special 
tax. Which they increased in 2022 property taxes. 

https://www.planyourcowichan.ca/official-community-plan-for-the-electoral-areas-bylaw-4373-mocp-copie


 

Thanks to all Participants – Sellers & Buyers! 
The Neighbourhood YARD SALE was by all accounts a great success.  At last count (which is approximate) we 
had about 33 houses on 18 streets that took part – but we’ve had numerous reports of other folks joining in at 
the last minute that didn’t call in.  Participants seemed to be having a good time – several buyers commented 
to sellers that the whole thing was like a big meet-n-greet, quite fun and satisfying. 

If you have any feedback that will improve the next one, please let us know!   

We plan on having another next year……  

 

 

Light Pollution at Night – Risks to Insects & Birds 
It is established science that excessive, bright night-time lighting is hazardous to both insects and birds. 

The following is from the Cowichan Estuary Restoration and Conservation Association (CERCA); the suggested 
actions are worth implementing, as so many of our pollinators and other beneficial wildlife is affected. 

What we can do: 

 determine if lighting is justified: not all night-time lighting is really necessary for safety and/or security 

 shield light to only illuminate necessary places or objects; limit beam angle with subdued lighting 

 use lamps emitting as little short-wave light as possible, preferably amber-colored LEDs  

 direct each light towards the ground, especially street and yard lights  

 use timers as not every lantern and searchlight has to be on all night 

 use low lumen level which is cheaper and more effective than a high lumen beam. 

“CERCA and the Cowichan Valley Naturalists Society have jointly initiated a campaign "turn the lights off for 
our Insects". The campaign will be kick-started on September 23, on the darkest night of the month (with 
hopefully all lights being turned off in Cowichan Bay for one hour). Light pollution is a major mortality factor 
for nocturnal flying insects worldwide, and of special significance for insects of e estuaries and fresh-water 
marshes, although all habitats are affected. More detailed information regarding this issue can be found in the 
September edition of the Valley Voice.” 

 

 

Still Worth Repeating: Help out Ukrainian Refugees 

The need has not abated, nor will it for some time; if you have the resources, please contribute for medicines, 
food, shelter, medical staff, transportation – anything to alleviate some of the suffering.  Some of the better 
choices:  

Doctors without Borders 

The International Committee of the Red Cross 

UNICEF 

International Medical Corp 

Save the Children 

World Health Organization 

 

 

 

 

UNHCR 

Global Giving Ukraine Crisis Relief Fund 

International Rescue Committee 

Razom for Ukraine 

World Vision



More on the proposed CVRD Bylaw - Opinion 

A. The way the replacement bylaw appears to read, it absolves the CVRD from any responsibility of 
dealing with storm water management.  This is flat-out bull pucky.  Municipalities and regional 
governments are tasked with establishing these plans and implementing them, not downloading them 
to individual property owners.  There is provincial funding for infrastructure plans and implementation.  
The CVRD must set up a MOT/CVRD/Saltair task force to come up with a comprehensive action plan 
and implement it.  NOT like the water treatment plant – not in 20 years – NOW. 

B. MOT has to come into the area and complete the runoff mitigation required: extend the culverts right 
to the waters edge, move them if necessary so they aren’t saturating private land.  Re-study road levels 
and slopes and correct with alacrity – not 5 years from now. 

C. On the other hand, homeowners should mitigate issues on their own property as well, with some 
urgency – if the seepage at your property line is from your septic system – do something about it. If 
you vent your gutters and perimeter drains at the bluff edge, extend the pipe.  If you vent to the 
ditches, keep them clear of debris and vegetation. 

D. Before any modifications to the existing bylaw are made, if any are even truly necessary, any changes 
to building codes, development permits, permit areas and so forth should be FINALIZED, going into 
effect at the same time.  The latter has to include certified geotechnical studies because, how can the 
CVRD stipulate who can build or modify what and where without certifying themselves that the site(s) 
are not at any risk?  If it is the property owner’s responsibility, CVRD can delay development 
indefinitely (like the property above Oyster School Road), owners are overloaded with municipally-
mandated costs and our area is effectively frozen in time or depopulating. 

E. Where is the comprehensive CVRD plan for climate mitigation?  If even the most conservative 
estimates of sea level rise are taken into account, a 1 metre rise is out of date.  We are going to get a 
LOT more rain, higher winds, more frequent storms, more drought at times – all in increasingly more 
unpredictable patterns. There is an extensive list of issues to deal with here that needs up-to-date 
information and comprehensive planning. The bloated CVRD has to put a priority on this – almost 
every other municipality in the province already has.  There are lots of good examples out there. 

 

Following are quotes from the Stantec Palmer report. If nothing else, check the results & maps sections. 

 

Numerous stormwater discharge and stream outlet points were observed along the bluff. Uncontrolled 
stormwater discharge onto the coastal bluff was observed at two locations: (1) at the above-described 
landslide below the intersection of Stuart Road and Seaview Crescent; and (2) at the Bazan Road beach access. 
Uncontrolled stormwater discharge at these locations was inferred to be contributing to local slope instability. 

The majority of landslides observed in the field were shallow landslides on over-steepened portions of the 
coastal bluff.  Notable observed landslides that did not fit this description include: 
   - A landslide on the western slope of Davis Lagoon where a large block was deposited at the base of the 
slope. Field-textured surficial materials had higher relative clay content and seepage was observed on the 
slope (Photo 009 of the field photo log, Appendix C) 
   - A landslide observed on private property just south of Gardner Road beach access on a portion of the 
notably higher bluff segment (Photo 022 of the field photo log, Appendix C) 
   - The above-described failure below the intersection of Stuart Road and Seaview Crescent suspected to be 
related to uncontrolled stormwater drainage (Photo 023 of the field photo log, Appendix C) 
   - A failure adjacent to (immediately south of) the failure below the intersection of Stuart Road and Seaview 
Crescent (Photo 024 of the field photo log, Appendix C) 
The landslides suggest adverse geology, seepage, and uncontrolled stormwater runoff also drive slope 
instability within the study area. 



There remains uncertainty in the providence of the features (e.g., possible fluvial terrace) and we 
recommend further investigation of the feature prior to any revision of setbacks. 

There is approximately a 9% chance a landslide of similar character and magnitude will occur within the 
study area in any run of 50 years and a 17% chance in 100 years (Table 5), less than 2% in any decade, or 
61% in a run of 500 years. 

Use of nature-based methods (e.g., Green Shores (Stewardship Centre for British Columbia, 2021), West Coast 
Environmental Law (2016)) are recommended to facilitate dissipation of wave energy, and reduction of storm 
surge and flooding.  Nature-based approaches intend to restore habitat, maintain sediment transport 
processes, and avoid or reduce cumulative impacts associated with widespread shoreline hardening (including 
prevention of the landward transgression of natural habitats with sea level rise). 

Stantec and Palmer recommend that proposed development (or redevelopment) within the calculated 
setback areas should require detailed geotechnical assessment by a suitably Qualified Professional. 
• Due to the potential implications of the calculated Probability of Occurrence (PO) to setback areas in the 
context of the CVRD’s Natural Hazard Risk Tolerance Policy (CVRD, 2019), Stantec and Palmer recommend a 
more detailed investigation prior to full adoption of the recommended setbacks into policy. Detailed 
investigation would aim to: 

 i) Provide meaningful differentiators to support smaller hazard zones in some areas (e.g., through subsurface 
investigation); and ii) better constrain the age of mapped retrogressive landslides (e.g., through radiocarbon 
dating, dendrochronological methods), yielding a more accurate range of landslide age and more accurate PO. 
• Gullies may deserve separate consideration by the CVRD (e.g., gully at cross-section r-47). Some gully 
processes are driven by surface water runoff; some may be driven by groundwater dynamics. The risks and 
associated management of gullying hazards can differ from management of landslide hazards. 
• CVRD should consider the development of a guidance document that outlines specific criteria practitioners 
should meet to ensure their assessments sufficiently address potential natural hazards. 
• Stantec and Palmer recommend similar investigations for other areas of non-bedrock flat-over-steep terrain 
within the CVRD (e.g., Cobble Hill, Mill Bay). 

(There is) uncontrolled stormwater discharge onto the coastal bluff below the intersection of Stuart Road and 
Seaview Crescent and at Bazan Road Beach.  Access was observed and is likely contributing to localized slope 
instability and future property maintenance issues. 

(Re: identified risk areas) 
• Stantec and Palmer recommend the development and implementation of a stormwater management plan at 
all these sites to avoid direct discharge to the slope and to avoid further exacerbating slope movement. Such a 
development plan may need to include other responsible stakeholders (e.g., Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure). Due to dense vegetation cover and limited access, there may be other uncontrolled discharge 
points not observed in the field. 
• Stantec and Palmer recommend the review of all known discharge points to ensure stormwater is 
successfully conveyed down the coastal bluffs and prevents discharge directly to the slope. 
• In addition, we recommend periodic inspection of discharge points to evaluate the ongoing efficacy of 
stormwater management strategies. 

Contacts: lynne.smith@cvrd.bc.ca; legislativeservices@cvrd.bc.ca; kate.miller@cvrd.bc.ca and your local 

newspaper’s editorial page. 

Again, please check out the report, the videos and the bylaw amendment itself - share with 
your friends and neighbours – we are all impacted in some way by this. 

mailto:lynne.smith@cvrd.bc.ca
mailto:legislativeservices@cvrd.bc.ca
mailto:kate.miller@cvrd.bc.ca


 
 

Saltair 4th Annual Fall Market 

We have fantastic makers participating!  Please join us for this fun event! 
 

October 29th, 2022 – from 10am to 2pm  

Saltair Community Centre – at 3850 South Oyster School Road 

Admission: Cash Donation for Food Bank 

Hosted by the Saltair Community Society 
 

 

AND IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A ROOM TO RENT:  

For a craft class, office space, meeting, social, party, yoga, dance, art, celebration of life, etc. 
Saltair Community Centre provides clean affordable spaces right in your own neighborhood. 

For further information, please click on the link provided to visit the Saltair Community Centre 
website https://www.saltaircommunitycentre.ca/ 

https://www.saltaircommunitycentre.ca/

