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NEWS from the CVRD:  
1. There is an open house and presentation on the new modernized Official Community Plan (OCP) 

scheduled for February 10, 2023 at the Saltair Community Centre.  Open house is from 4 – 8 pm; 
presentation is at 6 p.m.  It’s still early – but please put the date in your calendar and drop in to ask 
questions and (more importantly) get answers – this plan will affect us for years. 

2. In case you missed the sign changes, the Province of British Columbia moved eastern Vancouver Island 
to Drought Level 3, therefore water systems in the Cowichan region have moved to Stage 2 water 
restrictions effective November 4. 

3. Curbside pickup has been impacted by breakdowns of aging vehicles – but new ones won’t be available 
until 2024.  So, starting in December 2022, the CVRD is planning to add a Saturday collection day for 
some areas to allow the older trucks to have more repair and maintenance time.  Adding Saturday 
collection will reduce the size of some of the current collection routes to ensure that a spare truck is 
available for backup. This will also affect some existing curbside routes that will have new pickup days. 
It is not clear if Saltair is one of these routes – letters to constituents go out if your route is impacted. 

4. NO news on when the green box collection will start in Saltair.  It was reported to be in the works, but 
no schedule can be found on the CVRD website to confirm when.  Big surprise. 

 

 

Remembering… 

 
Remembrance Day services brought out a big crowd to the Chemainus Cenotaph in spite of the chilly, wet 
conditions.  It was the first time since COVID landed that the public again attended the service. 
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All ages were represented in the attendees who came to remember and honour those who served our country 
and made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. It was also a time to honour those who continue to serve in 
deployments around the world. 

Our John Silins attended the ceremony which featured a flypast of aircraft over the cenotaph and laid a 
wreath on behalf of the SDRA. 

(Picture on the left from the Courier: https://www.chemainusvalleycourier.ca/community/remembrance-day-
ceremony-in-chemainus/ ) 

 

 

It’s SNOW Season Again 
We repeat this every year about this time so that folks can make a note of who to contact.  

According to the Farmer’s Almanac, winter in BC will be warmer than normal in the south, with the coldest 
periods in mid- and late November and throughout most of December. Precipitation will be above normal, on 
average, with snowfall above normal in the south.  Reading that as, if we get a pineapple express, and a cold 
snap – that means SNOW. 

The Ministry of Transport has chosen one particular organization to 
manage and remediate issues and maintenance on our roads: 
Mainroad Mid-Island Contracting.  Mainroad has a hotline for 
motorists and residents to report all road condition concerns and 
situations requiring maintenance response. This number is to report 
accidents, unsafe road conditions, road kill, downed trees, 
blockages, flooding, sink holes – whatever; report both the 
condition and location as clearly as possible. 

Mainroad is responsible for meeting the Ministry’s standards for clearing snow from our roads – which may be 
a little different from our expectations.  If you’d like to see them, go to: 
https://www.tranbc.ca/?s=highway+classifications+snow+removal 

Reminder: Please keep cars off streets and away from turns so snow plows (when they get here) can move 
around.  Our area plows are narrower but only remove one lane; if they can’t make a turn, they don’t plow. 

 

 

Things the SDRA are considering doing/sponsoring: 

Over the last few meetings, the Board has been discussing a number of possibilities for activities this fall to 
next spring and we are trying to solidify our plans.  

If you have any comments on the following, or if you have any suggestions to put forward, we’d be very happy 
to add them to our list! 

 Coffee/Tea social afternoon at the Community Centre – maybe include cribbage or euchre tables? 

 General Meeting with reports from the CVRD on topics like the water treatment facility, potential 
bylaw changes (land use, secondary suites, etc.), OCP, green box implementation, garbage 
management, climate change strategy, etc. 

 Informational Meeting on Pitfalls and Protections re: Fraud – especially online 

 Road Safety Presentation – pedestrian, regular bicycles and e-bikes 

 

 

Mainroad Contact 

  24 HOUR HOTLINE 

1.877.215.6006 
Email: midisland@mainroad.ca 
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BIRDS in Winter – how to help   

Snippets of info gathered from news reports, how to’s, environmental pages, etc. etc. etc….. 

1. H5N1 (bird flu) has been a concern across Canada since at least March, when articles first started 
showing up.   From a CTV News Channel article (Nov. 15):   

This year, H5N1 has infected about 200 (commercial) flocks with more than 3.5 million birds Canada-
wide. Worryingly, deaths of wild birds are spiking, amid fears the disease has become endemic in 
Canada. This particular strain, the H5N1 virus, is causing increased mortalities in many of our wild bird 
species, and when it gets into poultry flocks, it's also causing increased mortality.  The Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency, or CFIA, says its latest available data shows there have been 203 infected flocks 
countrywide, affecting 3,632,000 birds, as of Nov. 3.  It also reported 1,442 confirmed cases of avian flu 
in wild birds across Canada, but the number is likely much higher because as it is impossible to 
determine just how many have died. (NOTE: the Globe & Mail carried similar information specific to BC) 

2. H5N1 avian flu, salmonella and other lethal diseases are transmitted through feces so the next tips are 
a universal requirement:  

a. don’t use feeders that have a tray 
b. clean your feeders every time you fill them 
c. disinfect surfaces of dropping so as not to track it into areas where other animals/ birds are 

3. Remove wet or moldy food from feeders before adding new 
4. Keep hummingbird feeders from freezing 

a. Get a piece of old pool noodle or pliable piece of foam, cut to fit like a tube around the feeder 
and wrap with plumber’s lagging (insulating) tape.  It’s removable, cleanable – and helps! 

b. Put up a heat lamp, directed at the syrup, and run it as long as temps are below freezing 
c. On really cold nights, bring the feeder indoors and get it out again at first light 

5. Build a brush pile up against a fence or perch – use some of that fall cleanup that’s still around - it 
keeps the bird out of the elements, and it gives them protection from predatory birds  

6. Any time of year - keep your cats indoors.  


